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Athletic Council topic

Ice vs. varsity sports a problem
By CARY RICHARDS 
Sports Editor

Hilton Coliseum is a magnificent 
arena

More than 14,000 cushioned seats 
greet the visitor to this facility 
which houses Iowa State athletic 
teams, concerts, graduations and a 
seemingly endless stream of special 
events

Elvis Presley sang here Disney on 
Parade made an appearance

No longer do Iowa State and the City 
of Ames have to put up with the 
Armory, that dilapidated building 
which inadequately housed all the 
above mentioned activities before the 
Coliseum's opening in December of 
1971

But there are problems, even with 
this $8 million facility 

A controversy is building over Uie 
scheduling of events in the Coliseum 
ISU pthletic department officials want 
more time for their teams to complete 
and practice here

If that’s to take place, the various 
ice programs must go 

Why9
"The situation as currently 

exists Is completely in­
compatible," says Max Urick, the 
Iowa State assistant athletic 
director responsible for sub­
mitting basketball, wrestling and 
gymnastics schedules to the Iowa 
State Center
• ‘ I don't know of anyone who is 

completely pleased with the current 
arrangement,' Urick adds "The 
problems which come up deal 
primarily with ice programs during 
the winter quarter, spieciaficially ice 
hockey "

The problem is this, ice programs 
and hockey games ffcrce the Cyclone 
basketball team to practice in old 
State Gym and the Cyclone wrestlers 
this year to hold some meets in the 
Armory

The gymnastics team is also af 
fected, but no gym meets have yet 
been moved out of the Coliseum 

Basketball coach Lynn Nance and 
wrestling coach Harold Nichols resent 
being moved out of Hilton Yet hockey 
coach Al Murdoch believes he has as 
much right to use the Coliseum as do 
ISU varsity teams 

Hockey is a club sport, meaning no 
scholarships are given to the players 
and no funds from the ISU athletic 
department aid the program

" Is  Hilton Coliseum just a varsity 
facility'’ ' asks Murdoch " I f  you pull 
ice out ot Hilton completely, does it 
mean the basketball team will get 
more time to practice9

"No. it doesn't Concerts, women's 
sports and Things like Disney on 
Parade could be scheduled in the 
Coliseum

Nichols, Nance and Murdoch do not 
wish to engage in a verbal war over 
the matter Yet on Wednesday, Urick 
will submit a report to the ISU Athletic 
Council outlining the scheduling 
problem varsity sports face

We feel the Athletic Council isn't 
fully aware of what's going on "  Urick 
said last Saturday while sitting in the 
Coliseum prior to the Cyclones 
basketball game with Tulsa "We 
want to explain our problem to the 
Council

What the Council might do if 
un\ tiling is conjecture There is 
sentiment to recommend changing the 
priority list which guides the Iowa 
State Center in scheduling events in 
Hilton

In February of 1978 ice programs 
were given priority over gymnastics 
and wrestling Thais the priority 
sNst em used to si hedule this season s
i \ c u t s

The current priority system treats
ii c gy mnastics and wrestling equally 

Basketball games are given a higher
priority but basketball practices are 
not

Tltiee wrestling meets have been 
shifted from the Coliseum to the 
\t mm v tins season The  ISU
lm d.ilional lielil Iiec TT a Jan IT" 
meet with Orcgoti and a Keb 8 en 
i ountei w ith ( alorado are to be held m
Itie \ r mnri

()n Jan 17 and Feb 5. the ISU club 
hoc key team will meet St Xavier and

Illinois State, respectively 
While the recently held wrestling 

Invitational took place in the Armory, 
the hockey team played Mankato 
State in the Coliseum

In a “ Letter to the Editor"
____printed in Monday’s Tribune, Carl-----

Hamilton, the ISU Vice President 
for Information and Development, 
attempted to answer criticism 
Yecefved by him concerning the 
wrestling schedule.
H am ilton  wrote, "B ecau se  of 

scheduling conflicts and because the 
Iowa State Invitational, recently 
concluded, was a warm-up event for 
the participants, it was scheduled for 
the Arm ory ”

This rankles Urick " I  don’t un
derstand his classification of the 
Invitational as a warm-up,”  he said, 
adding that a club sport was given 
priority over a varsity sport 

Wrestling Coach Nichols views the 
Armory as “ not even a third rate 
facility "  Bleachers on the floor have 
been removed, limiting seating in the 
old building

“ I feel w e ’re being shortchanged," 
Nichols continued “ On the basis of the 
program we have in wrestling, that’s 
as subtle a way of saying it as any ” 

In the past wrestling schedules were 
drawn up nine months prior to the 
start of the season Oppoenents never 
knew until that late when they would 
visit Ames

Now Nichols is preparing the 1978-79 
schedule He doesn’t want the 
scheduling committee to tell him his 
submitted schedule is loo late to be 
approved for the Coliseum 

This is a problem which Nichols 
admits he did not foresee five years 
ago when the Coliseum opened 

"I didn’t foresee it because I never 
thought they would give hockey or ice 
even equality  with two national 
championship teams (wrestling and 
gymnastics),”  he stated

A visit to State Gym shows why 
Nance doesn’t like to practice 
there The floor is unrven, the 
lights dim and the heating system 
sometimes doesn’t work 
"Plus, all the basketball equipmenl 

is located in Hilton," Urick adds 
"That’s a prime difficulty, too "  

Another problem joggers like to use 
the indoor track in State Gym When 
the basketball team practices there 
the gym is closed and joggers are shut 
out Hard feelings have popped up 

Murdock, the man caught in the 
middle, has mixed reactions To a 
point he sympathizes with Nance and 
Nichols

" I ’m a sports fan and a supporter of 
all sports," he declared " I f  I thought 
it were possible, and I Ihink it is I 
would like to see more scheduling of 
gymnastics wrestling and basketball 
in Hilton

"Sure, that has to help them If the 
basketball team gets out of State Gym, 
it’s a plus for everybody ’ ’

But Murdoch has problems with his 
practice facilities loo "Talk  about 
practices in State Gym and the hard 
ships the basketball team has with the 
baskets a little off and the place a little 
grungy." he says, "and 1 II tell you 
about my team practicing out behind 
Beyer Hall with the damn wind 
whistling But I don’t complain 

Yet Murdoch believes the problem 
can be ironed out without going to 
officials of the ISU Center 

The solution9 An alternate ice 
facility, one which the hockey team 
and the various ice programs would 
use instead of the Coliseum

The planning for such a facility 
has been finished Hart Johnston, 
the Ames Harks and Recreation 
Dtrrctor hopes to have an 
alternate ice facilllv in operation 
by Nov 1 of next year 
Included m the Ice program are 

figure skating lessons Ames minor 
hockey physical education classes 
and loss a State intramural hockey 
teams

Johnston who acts as an advisor to 
the Greater Ames Ice I ’sers, said a 
facility with a root and only token 
seating is planned for west of the 
Towers Dormitories south of the ISU 
campus Cost of the project $200,000 

Funds are to be raised through 
donations Johnston realizes the total

Hilton Coliseum: More demand than time available
amount will not be reached by the time 
digging starts, but hopes pledges of 
this amount can be agreed upon

A year ago a feasibility study on 
pus project was conducted The 
original goal of an indoor facility 
where games and adequate seating 
would be available were too am
bitious

"With this we would only need 
Hilton for hockey games and special 
events,’ Johnston pointed out "The 
basketball team would be able to get 
more practices in the Coliseum and 
maybe the scheduling problem would 
be alleviated ’ ’

The alternate ice facility is still in 
the dream stage If It turns into 
reality, Murdoch says up to 25 more 
days can be freed in the Colisepm for 
wrestling meets and basketball 
practices

If complications arise and the 
proposed facility is scratched, the 
future of ISU hockey Is in doubt 

Murdoch would move out of the 
Coliseum if he can play his games in a 
facility with adequate seating 

" I  don’t visualize us moving out of 
Hilton Coliseum lock, stock and barrel 
until we have a facility which seats 
from 4-6.000 fans." Murdoch said

"Anything less is unacceptable " 
However the hockey club has needed 

additional funds from the ISU 
Government of the Studenl Body 
Should GSB cut off funding LSI 
hockey as is may be finished 

Keeping hockey in the public eye is 
essential, Murdoch believes, if the 
sport is to gain varsity status " I  think 
we will be varsity within five years ’ 

Asked if il is possible to have hockey 
as a varsity sport Urick frowned and 
pondered his answer 

"There are no immediate plans to 
my knowledge of making hockey a 
varsity sport ’ he revealed “ Who
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knows what will happen in five years’  
I may not even be here five years from 
now, but the athletic department has 
about all it can handle right now ” 

Urick is conscious of the negative 
publicity which will hit the athletic 
department, if more time in the 
Coliseum is sought for varsity teams

‘ I ’m in a can’t win situation," he 
moaned " I f  I say I want basketbail in 
Hilton and ice out. the athletic 
department looks like the heavy

" I f  I say okay, leave it like it is, 
then our basketball and wrestling 
teams suffer ”

Schedule policy 
will not change

The university has not been 
o f f ic ia l ly  approached by 
boosters of an ice rink fund 
dr ive  about using ISU 
proper ly  for the facility, 
Hamilton said Neither have 
there been any serious

discussions about converting 
the Armory for ice use, he 
stated

Until some other facility is 
available, the university will 
continue to juggle schedules 
using the priority list ing

already set up, Hamilton said. 
"We’ll try to work it out and 
keep everybody as happy as 
we can "

But he admitted, “ There is 
no solution to keep everybody 
happy all the time "

By JOHN KHHKRIIEIMKR 
Tribune Editor

More of the same juggling 
of schedules is in store for 
the future use of Hilton 
Colieeum, ISU Vice President 
for Information and 
Development Carl Hamilton 
said today

"Everybody has to give 
some It s not too different 
from a lot of decisions made 
around here about some other 
buildings It just happens 
some of the Hilton activities 
are highly visible

The problem of schedule 
conflicts concerning the 
Coliseum is nol new and 
Hamilton has often been the 
arbitrator in the disputes A 
cartoon hanging on his office 
wall depicts a confrontation 
between Hamilton and 
students over putting ice in the 
( oliseum The cartoon 
several years old

Hamilton said he realizes 
fans of varsity athletics 
become upset when events are 
scheduled in the Armory or 
e lsewhere besides the 
Coliseum

But he said the issue fmullv 
comes down to the question 

What should we use that 
building for9"  The answer the 
university has given since the 
Coliseum was first proposed is 
that it will be a massive 
audience holding facility and 
not just an athletic building 
Hamilton said

vvticn the drive

facility which eventually 
causes some group or in
dividuals to be denied use of a 
gym and schedules must be 
made far in advance, and 
changes are difficult 

Priority in scheduling is 
given to basketball games, 
then to wrestling and gym 
nasties equally, and then to ice 
uses Hamilton said He 
denied that ice had been given 
equal footing with wrestling 
and gymnastics this year For 
one wrestling event the ISl’ 
Invitational ice was given 
priority over the wrestlers 
because the Invitational was 
considered a warm up event 
for the regular season, 
Hamilton said 

A new ice facility would be a 
big help in scheduling, even if 
it only provided a place for 
hockey practice recreation 
and lessons, he said

Steve Ostruiti s a y s . . . WHO'S 
MAKING THE 

HOUSE 
PAYMENTS 

NOW?
Life is full of little surprises

JCPenney 
The Christmas 

Place
Christmas Hours

e f ft? ctivc Nn v <>('

W e e k d a y s : 10a.m. to 10p.m. 

S aturdays: 9 :3 0 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

Sundays : 12noon to 6 p.m.

lor funding 
of the Iowa State ( ’enter was 
started the ( ’oliseum was 
seen mainly as solving the 
problem of providing a huge 
auditorium and genera 
events facility which the 
university lacked It was 
understood that varsity  
athletics would use the 
Coliseum, hut it was always 
represented as part of the 
entire South Campus complex 
Hamilton said

The issue of scheduling and 
priorities has been discusse 
many times by university 
administrators, Hamilton 
said and the conclusion 
always the same The com
munity and university would 
be very upset if ice was taken 
out of the building, if no 
alternative was provided The 
hundreds of persons who use 
the ice other than the hockey 
team must be considered he 
indicated

There are Various com
plications to the scheduling, 
Hamilton said, listing There 
is a great demand among all 
the sports for Friday and 
Saturday night use of Hilton 
Coliseum, putting down the 
ice is a major undertaking, 
the basketball floor can only 
stay down on top of the ice 
about two weeks without being 
damaged, there is a “ ripple 
e ffect”  as each program is 
m oved from  fac ility  to
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Ice vs. varsity sports a problem
By CARY RICHARDS 
Sports Editor

Hilton Coliseum is a magnificent 
arena

More than 14,000 cushioned seats 
greet the visitor to this facility 
which houses Iowa State athletic 
teams, concerts, graduations and a 
seemingly endless stream of special 
events

Elvis Presley sang here Disney on 
Parade made an appearance

No longer do Iowa State and the City 
of Ames have to put up with the 
Armory, that dilapidated building 
which inadequately housed all the 
above mentioned activities before the 
Coliseum's opening in December of 
1971

But there are problems, even with 
this $8 million facility 

A controversy is building over Uie 
scheduling of events in the Coliseum 
ISU pthletic department officials want 
more time for their teams to complete 
and practice here

If that’s to take place, the various 
ice programs must go 

Why9
"The situation as currently 

exists Is completely in­
compatible," says Max Urick, the 
Iowa State assistant athletic 
director responsible for sub­
mitting basketball, wrestling and 
gymnastics schedules to the Iowa 
State Center
• ‘ I don't know of anyone who is 

completely pleased with the current 
arrangement,' Urick adds "The 
problems which come up deal 
primarily with ice programs during 
the winter quarter, spieciaficially ice 
hockey "

The problem is this, ice programs 
and hockey games ffcrce the Cyclone 
basketball team to practice in old 
State Gym and the Cyclone wrestlers 
this year to hold some meets in the 
Armory

The gymnastics team is also af 
fected, but no gym meets have yet 
been moved out of the Coliseum 

Basketball coach Lynn Nance and 
wrestling coach Harold Nichols resent 
being moved out of Hilton Yet hockey 
coach Al Murdoch believes he has as 
much right to use the Coliseum as do 
ISU varsity teams 

Hockey is a club sport, meaning no 
scholarships are given to the players 
and no funds from the ISU athletic 
department aid the program

" Is  Hilton Coliseum just a varsity 
facility'’ ' asks Murdoch " I f  you pull 
ice out ot Hilton completely, does it 
mean the basketball team will get 
more time to practice9

"No. it doesn't Concerts, women's 
sports and Things like Disney on 
Parade could be scheduled in the 
Coliseum

Nichols, Nance and Murdoch do not 
wish to engage in a verbal war over 
the matter Yet on Wednesday, Urick 
will submit a report to the ISU Athletic 
Council outlining the scheduling 
problem varsity sports face

We feel the Athletic Council isn't 
fully aware of what's going on "  Urick 
said last Saturday while sitting in the 
Coliseum prior to the Cyclones 
basketball game with Tulsa "We 
want to explain our problem to the 
Council

What the Council might do if 
un\ tiling is conjecture There is 
sentiment to recommend changing the 
priority list which guides the Iowa 
State Center in scheduling events in 
Hilton

In February of 1978 ice programs 
were given priority over gymnastics 
and wrestling Thais the priority 
sNst em used to si hedule this season s
i \ c u t s

The current priority system treats
ii c gy mnastics and wrestling equally 

Basketball games are given a higher
priority but basketball practices are 
not

Tltiee wrestling meets have been 
shifted from the Coliseum to the 
\t mm v tins season The  ISU
lm d.ilional lielil Iiec TT a Jan IT" 
meet with Orcgoti and a Keb 8 en 
i ountei w ith ( alorado are to be held m
Itie \ r mnri

()n Jan 17 and Feb 5. the ISU club 
hoc key team will meet St Xavier and

Illinois State, respectively 
While the recently held wrestling 

Invitational took place in the Armory, 
the hockey team played Mankato 
State in the Coliseum

In a “ Letter to the Editor"
____printed in Monday’s Tribune, Carl-----

Hamilton, the ISU Vice President 
for Information and Development, 
attempted to answer criticism 
Yecefved by him concerning the 
wrestling schedule.
H am ilton  wrote, "B ecau se  of 

scheduling conflicts and because the 
Iowa State Invitational, recently 
concluded, was a warm-up event for 
the participants, it was scheduled for 
the Arm ory ”

This rankles Urick " I  don’t un
derstand his classification of the 
Invitational as a warm-up,”  he said, 
adding that a club sport was given 
priority over a varsity sport 

Wrestling Coach Nichols views the 
Armory as “ not even a third rate 
facility "  Bleachers on the floor have 
been removed, limiting seating in the 
old building

“ I feel w e ’re being shortchanged," 
Nichols continued “ On the basis of the 
program we have in wrestling, that’s 
as subtle a way of saying it as any ” 

In the past wrestling schedules were 
drawn up nine months prior to the 
start of the season Oppoenents never 
knew until that late when they would 
visit Am es

Now Nichols is preparing the 1978-79 
schedule He doesn’t want the 
scheduling committee to tell him his 
submitted schedule is loo late to be 
approved for the Coliseum 

This is a problem which Nichols 
admits he did not foresee five years 
ago when the Coliseum opened 

"I didn’t foresee it because I never 
thought they would give hockey or ice 
even equality  with two national 
championship teams (wrestling and 
gymnastics),”  he stated

A visit to State Gym shows why 
Nance doesn’t like to practice 
there The floor is unrven, the 
lights dim and the heating system 
sometimes doesn’t work 
"Plus, all the basketball equipmenl 

is located in Hilton," Urick adds 
"That’s a prime difficulty, too "  

Another problem joggers like to use 
the indoor track in State Gym When 
the basketball team practices there 
the gym is closed and joggers are shut 
out Hard feelings have popped up 

Murdock, the man caught in the 
middle, has mixed reactions To a 
point he sympathizes with Nance and 
Nichols

" I ’m a sports fan and a supporter of 
all sports," he declared " I f  I thought 
it were possible, and I Ihink it is I 
would like to see more scheduling of 
gymnastics wrestling and basketball 
in Hilton

"Sure, that has to help them If the 
basketball team gets out of State Gym, 
it’s a plus for everybody ’ ’

But Murdoch has problems with his 
practice facilities loo "Talk  about 
practices in State Gym and the hard 
ships the basketball team has with the 
baskets a little off and the place a little 
grungy." he says, "and 1 II tell you 
about my team practicing out behind 
Beyer Hall with the damn wind 
whistling But I don’t complain 

Yet Murdoch believes the problem 
can be ironed out without going to 
officials of the ISU Center 

The solution9 An alternate ice 
facility, one which the hockey team 
and the various ice programs would 
use instead of the Coliseum

The planning for such a facility 
has been finished Hart Johnston, 
the Ames Harks and Recreation 
Dtrrctor hopes to have an 
alternate ice facilllv in operation 
by Nov 1 of next year 
Included m the Ice program are 

figure skating lessons Ames minor 
hockey physical education classes 
and loss a State intramural hockey 
teams

Johnston who acts as an advisor to 
the Greater Ames Ice I ’sers, said a 
facility with a root and only token 
seating is planned for west of the 
Towers Dormitories south of the ISU 
campus Cost of the project $200,000 

Funds are to be raised through 
donations Johnston realizes the total

Hilton Coliseum: More demand than time available
amount will not be reached by the time 
digging starts, but hopes pledges of 
this amount can be agreed upon

A year ago a feasibility study on 
pus project was conducted The 
original goal of an indoor facility 
where games and adequate seating 
would be available were too am
bitious

"With this we would only need 
Hilton for hockey games and special 
events,’ Johnston pointed out "The 
basketball team would be able to get 
more practices in the Coliseum and 
maybe the scheduling problem would 
be alleviated ’ ’

The alternate ice facility is still in 
the dream stage If It turns into 
reality, Murdoch says up to 25 more 
days can be freed in the Colisepm for 
wrestling meets and basketball 
practices

If complications arise and the 
proposed facility is scratched, the 
future of ISU hockey Is in doubt 

Murdoch would move out of the 
Coliseum if he can play his games in a 
facility with adequate seating 

" I  don’t visualize us moving out of 
Hilton Coliseum lock, stock and barrel 
until we have a facility which seats 
from 4-6.000 fans." Murdoch said

"Anything less is unacceptable " 
However the hockey club has needed 

additional funds from the ISU 
Government of the Studenl Body 
Should GSB cut off funding LSI 
hockey as is may be finished 

Keeping hockey in the public eye is 
essential, Murdoch believes, if the 
sport is to gain varsity status " I  think 
we will be varsity within five years ’ 

Asked if il is possible to have hockey 
as a varsity sport Urick frowned and 
pondered his answer 

"There are no immediate plans to 
my knowledge of making hockey a 
varsity sport ’ he revealed “ Who
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knows what will happen in five years’  
I may not even be here five years from 
now, but the athletic department has 
about all it can handle right now ” 

Urick is conscious of the negative 
publicity which will hit the athletic 
department, if more time in the 
Coliseum is sought for varsity teams

‘ I ’m in a can’t win situation," he 
moaned " I f  I say I want basketbail in 
Hilton and ice out. the athletic 
department looks like the heavy

" I f  I say okay, leave it like it is, 
then our basketball and wrestling 
teams suffer ”

Schedule policy 
will not change

The university has not been 
o f f ic ia l ly  approached by 
boosters of an ice rink fund 
dr ive  about using ISU 
proper ly  for the facility, 
Hamilton said Neither have 
there been any serious

discussions about converting 
the Armory for ice use, he 
stated

Until some other facility is 
available, the university will 
continue to juggle schedules 
using the priority list ing

already set up, Hamilton said. 
"We’ll try to work it out and 
keep everybody as happy as 
we can "

But he admitted, “ There is 
no solution to keep everybody 
happy all the time "

By JOHN KHHKRIIEIMKR 
Tribune Editor

More of the same juggling 
of schedules is in store for 
the future use of Hilton 
Colieeum, ISU Vice President 
for Information and 
Development Carl Hamilton 
said today

"Everybody has to give 
some It s not too different 
from a lot of decisions made 
around here about some other 
buildings It just happens 
some of the Hilton activities 
are highly visible

The problem of schedule 
conflicts concerning the 
Coliseum is nol new and 
Hamilton has often been the 
arbitrator in the disputes A 
cartoon hanging on his office 
wall depicts a confrontation 
between Hamilton and 
students over putting ice in the 
( oliseum The cartoon 
several years old

Hamilton said he realizes 
fans of varsity athletics 
become upset when events are 
scheduled in the Armory or 
e lsewhere besides the 
Coliseum

But he said the issue fmullv 
comes down to the question 

What should we use that 
building for9"  The answer the 
university has given since the 
Coliseum was first proposed is 
that it will be a massive 
audience holding facility and 
not just an athletic building 
Hamilton said

vvticn the drive

facility which eventually 
causes some group or in
dividuals to be denied use of a 
gym and schedules must be 
made far in advance, and 
changes are difficult 

Priority in scheduling is 
given to basketball games, 
then to wrestling and gym 
nasties equally, and then to ice 
uses Hamilton said He 
denied that ice had been given 
equal footing with wrestling 
and gymnastics this year For 
one wrestling event the ISl’ 
Invitational ice was given 
priority over the wrestlers 
because the Invitational was 
considered a warm up event 
for the regular season, 
Hamilton said 

A new ice facility would be a 
big help in scheduling, even if 
it only provided a place for 
hockey practice recreation 
and lessons, he said
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lor funding 
of the Iowa State ( ’enter was 
started the ( ’oliseum was 
seen mainly as solving the 
problem of providing a huge 
auditorium and genera 
events facility which the 
university lacked It was 
understood that varsity  
athletics would use the 
Coliseum, hut it was always 
represented as part of the 
entire South Campus complex 
Hamilton said

The issue of scheduling and 
priorities has been discusse 
many times by university 
administrators, Hamilton 
said and the conclusion 
always the same The com
munity and university would 
be very upset if ice was taken 
out of the building, if no 
alternative was provided The 
hundreds of persons who use 
the ice other than the hockey 
team must be considered he 
indicated

There are Various com
plications to the scheduling, 
Hamilton said, listing There 
is a great demand among all 
the sports for Friday and 
Saturday night use of Hilton 
Coliseum, putting down the 
ice is a major undertaking, 
the basketball floor can only 
stay down on top of the ice 
about two weeks without being 
damaged, there is a “ ripple 
e ffect”  as each program is 
m oved from  fac ility  to
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Hilton Coliseum is a magnificent 
arena

More than 14,000 cushioned seats 
greet the visitor to this facility 
which houses Iowa State athletic 
teams, concerts, graduations and a 
seemingly endless stream of special 
events

Elvis Presley sang here Disney on 
Parade made an appearance

No longer do Iowa State and the City 
of Ames have to put up with the 
Armory, that dilapidated building 
which inadequately housed all the 
above mentioned activities before the 
Coliseum's opening in December of 
1971

But there are problems, even with 
this $8 million facility 

A controversy is building over Uie 
scheduling of events in the Coliseum 
ISU pthletic department officials want 
more time for their teams to complete 
and practice here

If that’s to take place, the various 
ice programs must go 

Why9
"The situation as currently 

exists Is completely in­
compatible," says Max Urick, the 
Iowa State assistant athletic 
director responsible for sub­
mitting basketball, wrestling and 
gymnastics schedules to the Iowa 
State Center
• ‘ I don't know of anyone who is 

completely pleased with the current 
arrangement,' Urick adds "The 
problems which come up deal 
primarily with ice programs during 
the winter quarter, spieciaficially ice 
hockey "

The problem is this, ice programs 
and hockey games ffcrce the Cyclone 
basketball team to practice in old 
State Gym and the Cyclone wrestlers 
this year to hold some meets in the 
Armory

The gymnastics team is also af 
fected, but no gym meets have yet 
been moved out of the Coliseum 

Basketball coach Lynn Nance and 
wrestling coach Harold Nichols resent 
being moved out of Hilton Yet hockey 
coach Al Murdoch believes he has as 
much right to use the Coliseum as do 
ISU varsity teams 

Hockey is a club sport, meaning no 
scholarships are given to the players 
and no funds from the ISU athletic 
department aid the program

" Is  Hilton Coliseum just a varsity 
facility'’ ' asks Murdoch " I f  you pull 
ice out ot Hilton completely, does it 
mean the basketball team will get 
more time to practice9

"No. it doesn't Concerts, women's 
sports and Things like Disney on 
Parade could be scheduled in the 
Coliseum

Nichols, Nance and Murdoch do not 
wish to engage in a verbal war over 
the matter Yet on Wednesday, Urick 
will submit a report to the ISU Athletic 
Council outlining the scheduling 
problem varsity sports face

We feel the Athletic Council isn't 
fully aware of what's going on "  Urick 
said last Saturday while sitting in the 
Coliseum prior to the Cyclones 
basketball game with Tulsa "We 
want to explain our problem to the 
Council

What the Council might do if 
un\ tiling is conjecture There is 
sentiment to recommend changing the 
priority list which guides the Iowa 
State Center in scheduling events in 
Hilton

In February of 1978 ice programs 
were given priority over gymnastics 
and wrestling Thais the priority 
sNst em used to si hedule this season s
i \ c u t s

The current priority system treats
ii c gy mnastics and wrestling equally 

Basketball games are given a higher
priority but basketball practices are 
not

Tltiee wrestling meets have been 
shifted from the Coliseum to the 
\t mm v tins season The  ISU
lm d.ilional lielil Iiec TT a Jan IT" 
meet with Orcgoti and a Keb 8 en 
i ountei w ith ( alorado are to be held m
Itie \ r mnri

()n Jan 17 and Feb 5. the ISU club 
hoc key team will meet St Xavier and

Illinois State, respectively 
While the recently held wrestling 

Invitational took place in the Armory, 
the hockey team played Mankato 
State in the Coliseum

In a “ Letter to the Editor"
____printed in Monday’s Tribune, Carl-----

Hamilton, the ISU Vice President 
for Information and Development, 
attempted to answer criticism 
Yecefved by him concerning the 
wrestling schedule.
H am ilton  wrote, "B ecau se  of 

scheduling conflicts and because the 
Iowa State Invitational, recently 
concluded, was a warm-up event for 
the participants, it was scheduled for 
the Arm ory ”

This rankles Urick " I  don’t un
derstand his classification of the 
Invitational as a warm-up,”  he said, 
adding that a club sport was given 
priority over a varsity sport 

Wrestling Coach Nichols views the 
Armory as “ not even a third rate 
facility "  Bleachers on the floor have 
been removed, limiting seating in the 
old building

“ I feel w e ’re being shortchanged," 
Nichols continued “ On the basis of the 
program we have in wrestling, that’s 
as subtle a way of saying it as any ” 

In the past wrestling schedules were 
drawn up nine months prior to the 
start of the season Oppoenents never 
knew until that late when they would 
visit Ames

Now Nichols is preparing the 1978-79 
schedule He doesn’t want the 
scheduling committee to tell him his 
submitted schedule is loo late to be 
approved for the Coliseum 

This is a problem which Nichols 
admits he did not foresee five years 
ago when the Coliseum opened 

"I didn’t foresee it because I never 
thought they would give hockey or ice 
even equality  with two national 
championship teams (wrestling and 
gymnastics),”  he stated

A visit to State Gym shows why 
Nance doesn’t like to practice 
there The floor is unrven, the 
lights dim and the heating system 
sometimes doesn’t work 
"Plus, all the basketball equipmenl 

is located in Hilton," Urick adds 
"That’s a prime difficulty, too "  

Another problem joggers like to use 
the indoor track in State Gym When 
the basketball team practices there 
the gym is closed and joggers are shut 
out Hard feelings have popped up 

Murdock, the man caught in the 
middle, has mixed reactions To a 
point he sympathizes with Nance and 
Nichols

" I ’m a sports fan and a supporter of 
all sports," he declared " I f  I thought 
it were possible, and I Ihink it is I 
would like to see more scheduling of 
gymnastics wrestling and basketball 
in Hilton

"Sure, that has to help them If the 
basketball team gets out of State Gym, 
it’s a plus for everybody ’ ’

But Murdoch has problems with his 
practice facilities loo "Talk  about 
practices in State Gym and the hard 
ships the basketball team has with the 
baskets a little off and the place a little 
grungy." he says, "and 1 II tell you 
about my team practicing out behind 
Beyer Hall with the damn wind 
whistling But I don’t complain 

Yet Murdoch believes the problem 
can be ironed out without going to 
officials of the ISU Center 

The solution9 An alternate ice 
facility, one which the hockey team 
and the various ice programs would 
use instead of the Coliseum

The planning for such a facility 
has been finished Hart Johnston, 
the Ames Harks and Recreation 
Dtrrctor hopes to have an 
alternate ice facilllv in operation 
by Nov 1 of next year 
Included m the Ice program are 

figure skating lessons Ames minor 
hockey physical education classes 
and loss a State intramural hockey 
teams

Johnston who acts as an advisor to 
the Greater Ames Ice I ’sers, said a 
facility with a root and only token 
seating is planned for west of the 
Towers Dormitories south of the ISU 
campus Cost of the project $200,000 

Funds are to be raised through 
donations Johnston realizes the total

Hilton Coliseum: More demand than time available
amount will not be reached by the time 
digging starts, but hopes pledges of 
this amount can be agreed upon

A year ago a feasibility study on 
pus project was conducted The 
original goal of an indoor facility 
where games and adequate seating 
would be available were too am
bitious

"With this we would only need 
Hilton for hockey games and special 
events,’ Johnston pointed out "The 
basketball team would be able to get 
more practices in the Coliseum and 
maybe the scheduling problem would 
be alleviated ’ ’

The alternate ice facility is still in 
the dream stage If It turns into 
reality, Murdoch says up to 25 more 
days can be freed in the Colisepm for 
wrestling meets and basketball 
practices

If complications arise and the 
proposed facility is scratched, the 
future of ISU hockey Is in doubt 

Murdoch would move out of the 
Coliseum if he can play his games in a 
facility with adequate seating 

" I  don’t visualize us moving out of 
Hilton Coliseum lock, stock and barrel 
until we have a facility which seats 
from 4-6.000 fans." Murdoch said

"Anything less is unacceptable " 
However the hockey club has needed 

additional funds from the ISU 
Government of the Studenl Body 
Should GSB cut off funding LSI 
hockey as is may be finished 

Keeping hockey in the public eye is 
essential, Murdoch believes, if the 
sport is to gain varsity status " I  think 
we will be varsity within five years ’ 

Asked if il is possible to have hockey 
as a varsity sport Urick frowned and 
pondered his answer 

"There are no immediate plans to 
my knowledge of making hockey a 
varsity sport ’ he revealed “ Who

• Tribune photo by Bill Hermann V

knows what will happen in five years’  
I may not even be here five years from 
now, but the athletic department has 
about all it can handle right now ” 

Urick is conscious of the negative 
publicity which will hit the athletic 
department, if more time in the 
Coliseum is sought for varsity teams

‘ I ’m in a can’t win situation," he 
moaned " I f  I say I want basketbail in 
Hilton and ice out. the athletic 
department looks like the heavy

" I f  I say okay, leave it like it is, 
then our basketball and wrestling 
teams suffer ”

Schedule policy 
will not change

The university has not been 
o f f ic ia l ly  approached by 
boosters of an ice rink fund 
dr ive  about using ISU 
proper ly  for the facility, 
Hamilton said Neither have 
there been any serious

discussions about converting 
the Armory for ice use, he 
stated

Until some other facility is 
available, the university will 
continue to juggle schedules 
using the priority list ing

already set up, Hamilton said. 
"We’ll try to work it out and 
keep everybody as happy as 
we can "

But he admitted, “ There is 
no solution to keep everybody 
happy all the time "

By JOHN KHHKRIIEIMKR 
Tribune Editor

More of the same juggling 
of schedules is in store for 
the future use of Hilton 
Colieeum, ISU Vice President 
for Information and 
Development Carl Hamilton 
said today

"Everybody has to give 
some It s not too different 
from a lot of decisions made 
around here about some other 
buildings It just happens 
some of the Hilton activities 
are highly visible

The problem of schedule 
conflicts concerning the 
Coliseum is nol new and 
Hamilton has often been the 
arbitrator in the disputes A 
cartoon hanging on his office 
wall depicts a confrontation 
between Hamilton and 
students over putting ice in the 
( oliseum The cartoon 
several years old

Hamilton said he realizes 
fans of varsity athletics 
become upset when events are 
scheduled in the Armory or 
e lsewhere besides the 
Coliseum

But he said the issue fmullv 
comes down to the question 

What should we use that 
building for9"  The answer the 
university has given since the 
Coliseum was first proposed is 
that it will be a massive 
audience holding facility and 
not just an athletic building 
Hamilton said

vvticn the drive

facility which eventually 
causes some group or in
dividuals to be denied use of a 
gym and schedules must be 
made far in advance, and 
changes are difficult 

Priority in scheduling is 
given to basketball games, 
then to wrestling and gym 
nasties equally, and then to ice 
uses Hamilton said He 
denied that ice had been given 
equal footing with wrestling 
and gymnastics this year For 
one wrestling event the ISl’ 
Invitational ice was given 
priority over the wrestlers 
because the Invitational was 
considered a warm up event 
for the regular season, 
Hamilton said 

A new ice facility would be a 
big help in scheduling, even if 
it only provided a place for 
hockey practice recreation 
and lessons, he said
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lor funding 
of the Iowa State ( ’enter was 
started the ( ’oliseum was 
seen mainly as solving the 
problem of providing a huge 
auditorium and genera 
events facility which the 
university lacked It was 
understood that varsity  
athletics would use the 
Coliseum, hut it was always 
represented as part of the 
entire South Campus complex 
Hamilton said

The issue of scheduling and 
priorities has been discusse 
many times by university 
administrators, Hamilton 
said and the conclusion 
always the same The com
munity and university would 
be very upset if ice was taken 
out of the building, if no 
alternative was provided The 
hundreds of persons who use 
the ice other than the hockey 
team must be considered he 
indicated

There are Various com
plications to the scheduling, 
Hamilton said, listing There 
is a great demand among all 
the sports for Friday and 
Saturday night use of Hilton 
Coliseum, putting down the 
ice is a major undertaking, 
the basketball floor can only 
stay down on top of the ice 
about two weeks without being 
damaged, there is a “ ripple 
e ffect”  as each program is 
m oved from  fac ility  to
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Athletic Council topic

Ice vs. varsity sports a problem
By CARY RICHARDS 
Sports Editor

Hilton Coliseum is a magnificent 
arena

More than 14,000 cushioned seats 
greet the visitor to this facility 
which houses Iowa State athletic 
teams, concerts, graduations and a 
seemingly endless stream of special 
events

Elvis Presley sang here Disney on 
Parade made an appearance

No longer do Iowa State and the City 
of Ames have to put up with the 
Armory, that dilapidated building 
which inadequately housed all the 
above mentioned activities before the 
Coliseum's opening in December of 
1971

But there are problems, even with 
this $8 million facility 

A controversy is building over Uie 
scheduling of events in the Coliseum 
ISU pthletic department officials want 
more time for their teams to complete 
and practice here

If that’s to take place, the various 
ice programs must go 

Why9
"The situation as currently 

exists Is completely in­
compatible," says Max Urick, the 
Iowa State assistant athletic 
director responsible for sub­
mitting basketball, wrestling and 
gymnastics schedules to the Iowa 
State Center
• ‘ I don't know of anyone who is 

completely pleased with the current 
arrangement,' Urick adds "The 
problems which come up deal 
primarily with ice programs during 
the winter quarter, spieciaficially ice 
hockey "

The problem is this, ice programs 
and hockey games ffcrce the Cyclone 
basketball team to practice in old 
State Gym and the Cyclone wrestlers 
this year to hold some meets in the 
Armory

The gymnastics team is also af 
fected, but no gym meets have yet 
been moved out of the Coliseum 

Basketball coach Lynn Nance and 
wrestling coach Harold Nichols resent 
being moved out of Hilton Yet hockey 
coach Al Murdoch believes he has as 
much right to use the Coliseum as do 
ISU varsity teams 

Hockey is a club sport, meaning no 
scholarships are given to the players 
and no funds from the ISU athletic 
department aid the program

" Is  Hilton Coliseum just a varsity 
facility'’ ' asks Murdoch " I f  you pull 
ice out ot Hilton completely, does it 
mean the basketball team will get 
more time to practice9

"No. it doesn't Concerts, women's 
sports and Things like Disney on 
Parade could be scheduled in the 
Coliseum

Nichols, Nance and Murdoch do not 
wish to engage in a verbal war over 
the matter Yet on Wednesday, Urick 
will submit a report to the ISU Athletic 
Council outlining the scheduling 
problem varsity sports face

We feel the Athletic Council isn't 
fully aware of what's going on "  Urick 
said last Saturday while sitting in the 
Coliseum prior to the Cyclones 
basketball game with Tulsa "We 
want to explain our problem to the 
Council

What the Council might do if 
un\ tiling is conjecture There is 
sentiment to recommend changing the 
priority list which guides the Iowa 
State Center in scheduling events in 
Hilton

In February of 1978 ice programs 
were given priority over gymnastics 
and wrestling Thais the priority 
sNst em used to si hedule this season s
i \ c u t s

The current priority system treats
ii c gy mnastics and wrestling equally 

Basketball games are given a higher
priority but basketball practices are 
not

Tltiee wrestling meets have been 
shifted from the Coliseum to the 
\t mm v tins season The  ISU
lm d.ilional lielil Iiec TT a Jan IT" 
meet with Orcgoti and a Keb 8 en 
i ountei w ith ( alorado are to be held m
Itie \ r mnri

()n Jan 17 and Feb 5. the ISU club 
hoc key team will meet St Xavier and

Illinois State, respectively 
While the recently held wrestling 

Invitational took place in the Armory, 
the hockey team played Mankato 
State in the Coliseum

In a “ Letter to the Editor"
____printed in Monday’s Tribune, Carl-----

Hamilton, the ISU Vice President 
for Information and Development, 
attempted to answer criticism 
Yecefved by him concerning the 
wrestling schedule.
H am ilton  wrote, "B ecau se  of 

scheduling conflicts and because the 
Iowa State Invitational, recently 
concluded, was a warm-up event for 
the participants, it was scheduled for 
the Arm ory ”

This rankles Urick " I  don’t un
derstand his classification of the 
Invitational as a warm-up,”  he said, 
adding that a club sport was given 
priority over a varsity sport 

Wrestling Coach Nichols views the 
Armory as “ not even a third rate 
facility "  Bleachers on the floor have 
been removed, limiting seating in the 
old building

“ I feel w e ’re being shortchanged," 
Nichols continued “ On the basis of the 
program we have in wrestling, that’s 
as subtle a way of saying it as any ” 

In the past wrestling schedules were 
drawn up nine months prior to the 
start of the season Oppoenents never 
knew until that late when they would 
visit Ames

Now Nichols is preparing the 1978-79 
schedule He doesn’t want the 
scheduling committee to tell him his 
submitted schedule is loo late to be 
approved for the Coliseum 

This is a problem which Nichols 
admits he did not foresee five years 
ago when the Coliseum opened 

"I didn’t foresee it because I never 
thought they would give hockey or ice 
even equality  with two national 
championship teams (wrestling and 
gymnastics),”  he stated

A visit to State Gym shows why 
Nance doesn’t like to practice 
there The floor is unrven, the 
lights dim and the heating system 
sometimes doesn’t work 
"Plus, all the basketball equipmenl 

is located in Hilton," Urick adds 
"That’s a prime difficulty, too "  

Another problem joggers like to use 
the indoor track in State Gym When 
the basketball team practices there 
the gym is closed and joggers are shut 
out Hard feelings have popped up 

Murdock, the man caught in the 
middle, has mixed reactions To a 
point he sympathizes with Nance and 
Nichols

" I ’m a sports fan and a supporter of 
all sports," he declared " I f  I thought 
it were possible, and I Ihink it is I 
would like to see more scheduling of 
gymnastics wrestling and basketball 
in Hilton

"Sure, that has to help them If the 
basketball team gets out of State Gym, 
it’s a plus for everybody ’ ’

But Murdoch has problems with his 
practice facilities loo "Talk  about 
practices in State Gym and the hard 
ships the basketball team has with the 
baskets a little off and the place a little 
grungy." he says, "and 1 II tell you 
about my team practicing out behind 
Beyer Hall with the damn wind 
whistling But I don’t complain 

Yet Murdoch believes the problem 
can be ironed out without going to 
officials of the ISU Center 

The solution9 An alternate ice 
facility, one which the hockey team 
and the various ice programs would 
use instead of the Coliseum

The planning for such a facility 
has been finished Hart Johnston, 
the Ames Harks and Recreation 
Dtrrctor hopes to have an 
alternate ice facilllv in operation 
by Nov 1 of next year 
Included m the Ice program are 

figure skating lessons Ames minor 
hockey physical education classes 
and loss a State intramural hockey 
teams

Johnston who acts as an advisor to 
the Greater Ames Ice I ’sers, said a 
facility with a root and only token 
seating is planned for west of the 
Towers Dormitories south of the ISU 
campus Cost of the project $200,000 

Funds are to be raised through 
donations Johnston realizes the total

Hilton Coliseum: More demand than time available
amount will not be reached by the time 
digging starts, but hopes pledges of 
this amount can be agreed upon

A year ago a feasibility study on 
pus project was conducted The 
original goal of an indoor facility 
where games and adequate seating 
would be available were too am
bitious

"With this we would only need 
Hilton for hockey games and special 
events,’ Johnston pointed out "The 
basketball team would be able to get 
more practices in the Coliseum and 
maybe the scheduling problem would 
be alleviated ’ ’

The alternate ice facility is still in 
the dream stage If It turns into 
reality, Murdoch says up to 25 more 
days can be freed in the Colisepm for 
wrestling meets and basketball 
practices

If complications arise and the 
proposed facility is scratched, the 
future of ISU hockey Is in doubt 

Murdoch would move out of the 
Coliseum if he can play his games in a 
facility with adequate seating 

" I  don’t visualize us moving out of 
Hilton Coliseum lock, stock and barrel 
until we have a facility which seats 
from 4-6.000 fans." Murdoch said

"Anything less is unacceptable " 
However the hockey club has needed 

additional funds from the ISU 
Government of the Studenl Body 
Should GSB cut off funding LSI 
hockey as is may be finished 

Keeping hockey in the public eye is 
essential, Murdoch believes, if the 
sport is to gain varsity status " I  think 
we will be varsity within five years ’ 

Asked if il is possible to have hockey 
as a varsity sport Urick frowned and 
pondered his answer 

"There are no immediate plans to 
my knowledge of making hockey a 
varsity sport ’ he revealed “ Who
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knows what will happen in five years’  
I may not even be here five years from 
now, but the athletic department has 
about all it can handle right now ” 

Urick is conscious of the negative 
publicity which will hit the athletic 
department, if more time in the 
Coliseum is sought for varsity teams

‘ I ’m in a can’t win situation," he 
moaned " I f  I say I want basketbail in 
Hilton and ice out. the athletic 
department looks like the heavy

" I f  I say okay, leave it like it is, 
then our basketball and wrestling 
teams suffer ”

Schedule policy 
will not change

The university has not been 
o f f ic ia l ly  approached by 
boosters of an ice rink fund 
dr ive  about using ISU 
proper ly  for the facility, 
Hamilton said Neither have 
there been any serious

discussions about converting 
the Armory for ice use, he 
stated

Until some other facility is 
available, the university will 
continue to juggle schedules 
using the priority list ing

already set up, Hamilton said. 
"We’ll try to work it out and 
keep everybody as happy as 
we can "

But he admitted, “ There is 
no solution to keep everybody 
happy all the time "

By JOHN KHHKRIIEIMKR 
Tribune Editor

More of the same juggling 
of schedules is in store for 
the future use of Hilton 
Colieeum, ISU Vice President 
for Information and 
Development Carl Hamilton 
said today

"Everybody has to give 
some It s not too different 
from a lot of decisions made 
around here about some other 
buildings It just happens 
some of the Hilton activities 
are highly visible

The problem of schedule 
conflicts concerning the 
Coliseum is nol new and 
Hamilton has often been the 
arbitrator in the disputes A 
cartoon hanging on his office 
wall depicts a confrontation 
between Hamilton and 
students over putting ice in the 
( oliseum The cartoon 
several years old

Hamilton said he realizes 
fans of varsity athletics 
become upset when events are 
scheduled in the Armory or 
e lsewhere besides the 
Coliseum

But he said the issue fmullv 
comes down to the question 

What should we use that 
building for9"  The answer the 
university has given since the 
Coliseum was first proposed is 
that it will be a massive 
audience holding facility and 
not just an athletic building 
Hamilton said

vvticn the drive

facility which eventually 
causes some group or in
dividuals to be denied use of a 
gym and schedules must be 
made far in advance, and 
changes are difficult 

Priority in scheduling is 
given to basketball games, 
then to wrestling and gym 
nasties equally, and then to ice 
uses Hamilton said He 
denied that ice had been given 
equal footing with wrestling 
and gymnastics this year For 
one wrestling event the ISl’ 
Invitational ice was given 
priority over the wrestlers 
because the Invitational was 
considered a warm up event 
for the regular season, 
Hamilton said 

A new ice facility would be a 
big help in scheduling, even if 
it only provided a place for 
hockey practice recreation 
and lessons, he said
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lor funding 
of the Iowa State ( ’enter was 
started the ( ’oliseum was 
seen mainly as solving the 
problem of providing a huge 
auditorium and genera 
events facility which the 
university lacked It was 
understood that varsity  
athletics would use the 
Coliseum, hut it was always 
represented as part of the 
entire South Campus complex 
Hamilton said

The issue of scheduling and 
priorities has been discusse 
many times by university 
administrators, Hamilton 
said and the conclusion 
always the same The com
munity and university would 
be very upset if ice was taken 
out of the building, if no 
alternative was provided The 
hundreds of persons who use 
the ice other than the hockey 
team must be considered he 
indicated

There are Various com
plications to the scheduling, 
Hamilton said, listing There 
is a great demand among all 
the sports for Friday and 
Saturday night use of Hilton 
Coliseum, putting down the 
ice is a major undertaking, 
the basketball floor can only 
stay down on top of the ice 
about two weeks without being 
damaged, there is a “ ripple 
e ffect”  as each program is 
m oved from  fac ility  to
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Athletic Council topic

Ice vs. varsity sports a problem
By CARY RICHARDS 
Sports Editor

Hilton Coliseum is a magnificent 
arena

More than 14,000 cushioned seats 
greet the visitor to this facility 
which houses Iowa State athletic 
teams, concerts, graduations and a 
seemingly endless stream of special 
events

Elvis Presley sang here Disney on 
Parade made an appearance

No longer do Iowa State and the City 
of Ames have to put up with the 
Armory, that dilapidated building 
which inadequately housed all the 
above mentioned activities before the 
Coliseum's opening in December of 
1971

But there are problems, even with 
this $8 million facility 

A controversy is building over Uie 
scheduling of events in the Coliseum 
ISU pthletic department officials want 
more time for their teams to complete 
and practice here

If that’s to take place, the various 
ice programs must go 

Why9
"The situation as currently 

exists Is completely in­
compatible," says Max Urick, the 
Iowa State assistant athletic 
director responsible for sub­
mitting basketball, wrestling and 
gymnastics schedules to the Iowa 
State Center
• ‘ I don't know of anyone who is 

completely pleased with the current 
arrangement,' Urick adds "The 
problems which come up deal 
primarily with ice programs during 
the winter quarter, spieciaficially ice 
hockey "

The problem is this, ice programs 
and hockey games ffcrce the Cyclone 
basketball team to practice in old 
State Gym and the Cyclone wrestlers 
this year to hold some meets in the 
Armory

The gymnastics team is also af 
fected, but no gym meets have yet 
been moved out of the Coliseum 

Basketball coach Lynn Nance and 
wrestling coach Harold Nichols resent 
being moved out of Hilton Yet hockey 
coach Al Murdoch believes he has as 
much right to use the Coliseum as do 
ISU varsity teams 

Hockey is a club sport, meaning no 
scholarships are given to the players 
and no funds from the ISU athletic 
department aid the program

" Is  Hilton Coliseum just a varsity 
facility'’ ' asks Murdoch " I f  you pull 
ice out ot Hilton completely, does it 
mean the basketball team will get 
more time to practice9

"No. it doesn't Concerts, women's 
sports and Things like Disney on 
Parade could be scheduled in the 
Coliseum

Nichols, Nance and Murdoch do not 
wish to engage in a verbal war over 
the matter Yet on Wednesday, Urick 
will submit a report to the ISU Athletic 
Council outlining the scheduling 
problem varsity sports face

We feel the Athletic Council isn't 
fully aware of what's going on "  Urick 
said last Saturday while sitting in the 
Coliseum prior to the Cyclones 
basketball game with Tulsa "We 
want to explain our problem to the 
Council

What the Council might do if 
un\ tiling is conjecture There is 
sentiment to recommend changing the 
priority list which guides the Iowa 
State Center in scheduling events in 
Hilton

In February of 1978 ice programs 
were given priority over gymnastics 
and wrestling Thais the priority 
sNst em used to si hedule this season s
i \ c u t s

The current priority system treats
ii c gy mnastics and wrestling equally 

Basketball games are given a higher
priority but basketball practices are 
not

Tltiee wrestling meets have been 
shifted from the Coliseum to the 
\t mm v tins season The  ISU
lm d.ilional lielil Iiec TT a Jan IT" 
meet with Orcgoti and a Keb 8 en 
i ountei w ith ( alorado are to be held m
Itie \ r mnri

()n Jan 17 and Feb 5. the ISU club 
hoc key team will meet St Xavier and

Illinois State, respectively 
While the recently held wrestling 

Invitational took place in the Armory, 
the hockey team played Mankato 
State in the Coliseum

In a “ Letter to the Editor"
____printed in Monday’s Tribune, Carl-----

Hamilton, the ISU Vice President 
for Information and Development, 
attempted to answer criticism 
Yecefved by him concerning the 
wrestling schedule.
H am ilton  wrote, "B ecau se  of 

scheduling conflicts and because the 
Iowa State Invitational, recently 
concluded, was a warm-up event for 
the participants, it was scheduled for 
the Arm ory ”

This rankles Urick " I  don’t un
derstand his classification of the 
Invitational as a warm-up,”  he said, 
adding that a club sport was given 
priority over a varsity sport 

Wrestling Coach Nichols views the 
Armory as “ not even a third rate 
facility "  Bleachers on the floor have 
been removed, limiting seating in the 
old building

“ I feel w e ’re being shortchanged," 
Nichols continued “ On the basis of the 
program we have in wrestling, that’s 
as subtle a way of saying it as any ” 

In the past wrestling schedules were 
drawn up nine months prior to the 
start of the season Oppoenents never 
knew until that late when they would 
visit Ames

Now Nichols is preparing the 1978-79 
schedule He doesn’t want the 
scheduling committee to tell him his 
submitted schedule is loo late to be 
approved for the Coliseum 

This is a problem which Nichols 
admits he did not foresee five years 
ago when the Coliseum opened 

"I didn’t foresee it because I never 
thought they would give hockey or ice 
even equality  with two national 
championship teams (wrestling and 
gymnastics),”  he stated

A visit to State Gym shows why 
Nance doesn’t like to practice 
there The floor is unrven, the 
lights dim and the heating system 
sometimes doesn’t work 
"Plus, all the basketball equipmenl 

is located in Hilton," Urick adds 
"That’s a prime difficulty, too "  

Another problem joggers like to use 
the indoor track in State Gym When 
the basketball team practices there 
the gym is closed and joggers are shut 
out Hard feelings have popped up 

Murdock, the man caught in the 
middle, has mixed reactions To a 
point he sympathizes with Nance and 
Nichols

" I ’m a sports fan and a supporter of 
all sports," he declared " I f  I thought 
it were possible, and I Ihink it is I 
would like to see more scheduling of 
gymnastics wrestling and basketball 
in Hilton

"Sure, that has to help them If the 
basketball team gets out of State Gym, 
it’s a plus for everybody ’ ’

But Murdoch has problems with his 
practice facilities loo "Talk  about 
practices in State Gym and the hard 
ships the basketball team has with the 
baskets a little off and the place a little 
grungy." he says, "and 1 II tell you 
about my team practicing out behind 
Beyer Hall with the damn wind 
whistling But I don’t complain 

Yet Murdoch believes the problem 
can be ironed out without going to 
officials of the ISU Center 

The solution9 An alternate ice 
facility, one which the hockey team 
and the various ice programs would 
use instead of the Coliseum

The planning for such a facility 
has been finished Hart Johnston, 
the Ames Harks and Recreation 
Dtrrctor hopes to have an 
alternate ice facilllv in operation 
by Nov 1 of next year 
Included m the Ice program are 

figure skating lessons Ames minor 
hockey physical education classes 
and loss a State intramural hockey 
teams

Johnston who acts as an advisor to 
the Greater Ames Ice I ’sers, said a 
facility with a root and only token 
seating is planned for west of the 
Towers Dormitories south of the ISU 
campus Cost of the project $200,000 

Funds are to be raised through 
donations Johnston realizes the total

Hilton Coliseum: More demand than time available
amount will not be reached by the time 
digging starts, but hopes pledges of 
this amount can be agreed upon

A year ago a feasibility study on 
pus project was conducted The 
original goal of an indoor facility 
where games and adequate seating 
would be available were too am
bitious

"With this we would only need 
Hilton for hockey games and special 
events,’ Johnston pointed out "The 
basketball team would be able to get 
more practices in the Coliseum and 
maybe the scheduling problem would 
be alleviated ’ ’

The alternate ice facility is still in 
the dream stage If It turns into 
reality, Murdoch says up to 25 more 
days can be freed in the Colisepm for 
wrestling meets and basketball 
practices

If complications arise and the 
proposed facility is scratched, the 
future of ISU hockey Is in doubt 

Murdoch would move out of the 
Coliseum if he can play his games in a 
facility with adequate seating 

" I  don’t visualize us moving out of 
Hilton Coliseum lock, stock and barrel 
until we have a facility which seats 
from 4-6.000 fans." Murdoch said

"Anything less is unacceptable " 
However the hockey club has needed 

additional funds from the ISU 
Government of the Studenl Body 
Should GSB cut off funding LSI 
hockey as is may be finished 

Keeping hockey in the public eye is 
essential, Murdoch believes, if the 
sport is to gain varsity status " I  think 
we will be varsity within five years ’ 

Asked if il is possible to have hockey 
as a varsity sport Urick frowned and 
pondered his answer 

"There are no immediate plans to 
my knowledge of making hockey a 
varsity sport ’ he revealed “ Who

• Tribune photo by Bill Hermann V

knows what will happen in five years’  
I may not even be here five years from 
now, but the athletic department has 
about all it can handle right now ” 

Urick is conscious of the negative 
publicity which will hit the athletic 
department, if more time in the 
Coliseum is sought for varsity teams

‘ I ’m in a can’t win situation," he 
moaned " I f  I say I want basketbail in 
Hilton and ice out. the athletic 
department looks like the heavy

" I f  I say okay, leave it like it is, 
then our basketball and wrestling 
teams suffer ”

Schedule policy 
will not change

The university has not been 
o f f ic ia l ly  approached by 
boosters of an ice rink fund 
dr ive  about using ISU 
proper ly  for the facility, 
Hamilton said Neither have 
there been any serious

discussions about converting 
the Armory for ice use, he 
stated

Until some other facility is 
available, the university will 
continue to juggle schedules 
using the priority list ing

already set up, Hamilton said. 
"We’ll try to work it out and 
keep everybody as happy as 
we can "

But he admitted, “ There is 
no solution to keep everybody 
happy all the time "

By JOHN KHHKRIIEIMKR 
Tribune Editor

More of the same juggling 
of schedules is in store for 
the future use of Hilton 
Colieeum, ISU Vice President 
for Information and 
Development Carl Hamilton 
said today

"Everybody has to give 
some It s not too different 
from a lot of decisions made 
around here about some other 
buildings It just happens 
some of the Hilton activities 
are highly visible

The problem of schedule 
conflicts concerning the 
Coliseum is nol new and 
Hamilton has often been the 
arbitrator in the disputes A 
cartoon hanging on his office 
wall depicts a confrontation 
between Hamilton and 
students over putting ice in the 
( oliseum The cartoon 
several years old

Hamilton said he realizes 
fans of varsity athletics 
become upset when events are 
scheduled in the Armory or 
e lsewhere besides the 
Coliseum

But he said the issue fmullv 
comes down to the question 

What should we use that 
building for9"  The answer the 
university has given since the 
Coliseum was first proposed is 
that it will be a massive 
audience holding facility and 
not just an athletic building 
Hamilton said

vvticn the drive

facility which eventually 
causes some group or in
dividuals to be denied use of a 
gym and schedules must be 
made far in advance, and 
changes are difficult 

Priority in scheduling is 
given to basketball games, 
then to wrestling and gym 
nasties equally, and then to ice 
uses Hamilton said He 
denied that ice had been given 
equal footing with wrestling 
and gymnastics this year For 
one wrestling event the ISl’ 
Invitational ice was given 
priority over the wrestlers 
because the Invitational was 
considered a warm up event 
for the regular season, 
Hamilton said 

A new ice facility would be a 
big help in scheduling, even if 
it only provided a place for 
hockey practice recreation 
and lessons, he said
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lor funding 
of the Iowa State ( ’enter was 
started the ( ’oliseum was 
seen mainly as solving the 
problem of providing a huge 
auditorium and genera 
events facility which the 
university lacked It was 
understood that varsity  
athletics would use the 
Coliseum, hut it was always 
represented as part of the 
entire South Campus complex 
Hamilton said

The issue of scheduling and 
priorities has been discusse 
many times by university 
administrators, Hamilton 
said and the conclusion 
always the same The com
munity and university would 
be very upset if ice was taken 
out of the building, if no 
alternative was provided The 
hundreds of persons who use 
the ice other than the hockey 
team must be considered he 
indicated

There are Various com
plications to the scheduling, 
Hamilton said, listing There 
is a great demand among all 
the sports for Friday and 
Saturday night use of Hilton 
Coliseum, putting down the 
ice is a major undertaking, 
the basketball floor can only 
stay down on top of the ice 
about two weeks without being 
damaged, there is a “ ripple 
e ffect”  as each program is 
m oved from  fac ility  to
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Athletic Council topic

Ice vs. varsity sports a problem
By CARY RICHARDS 
Sports Editor

Hilton Coliseum is a magnificent 
arena

More than 14,000 cushioned seats 
greet the visitor to this facility 
which houses Iowa State athletic 
teams, concerts, graduations and a 
seemingly endless stream of special 
events

Elvis Presley sang here Disney on 
Parade made an appearance

No longer do Iowa State and the City 
of Ames have to put up with the 
Armory, that dilapidated building 
which inadequately housed all the 
above mentioned activities before the 
Coliseum's opening in December of 
1971

But there are problems, even with 
this $8 million facility 

A controversy is building over Uie 
scheduling of events in the Coliseum 
ISU pthletic department officials want 
more time for their teams to complete 
and practice here

If that’s to take place, the various 
ice programs must go 

Why9
"The situation as currently 

exists Is completely in­
compatible," says Max Urick, the 
Iowa State assistant athletic 
director responsible for sub­
mitting basketball, wrestling and 
gymnastics schedules to the Iowa 
State Center
• ‘ I don't know of anyone who is 

completely pleased with the current 
arrangement,' Urick adds "The 
problems which come up deal 
primarily with ice programs during 
the winter quarter, spieciaficially ice 
hockey "

The problem is this, ice programs 
and hockey games ffcrce the Cyclone 
basketball team to practice in old 
State Gym and the Cyclone wrestlers 
this year to hold some meets in the 
Armory

The gymnastics team is also af 
fected, but no gym meets have yet 
been moved out of the Coliseum 

Basketball coach Lynn Nance and 
wrestling coach Harold Nichols resent 
being moved out of Hilton Yet hockey 
coach Al Murdoch believes he has as 
much right to use the Coliseum as do 
ISU varsity teams 

Hockey is a club sport, meaning no 
scholarships are given to the players 
and no funds from the ISU athletic 
department aid the program

" Is  Hilton Coliseum just a varsity 
facility'’ ' asks Murdoch " I f  you pull 
ice out ot Hilton completely, does it 
mean the basketball team will get 
more time to practice9

"No. it doesn't Concerts, women's 
sports and Things like Disney on 
Parade could be scheduled in the 
Coliseum

Nichols, Nance and Murdoch do not 
wish to engage in a verbal war over 
the matter Yet on Wednesday, Urick 
will submit a report to the ISU Athletic 
Council outlining the scheduling 
problem varsity sports face

We feel the Athletic Council isn't 
fully aware of what's going on "  Urick 
said last Saturday while sitting in the 
Coliseum prior to the Cyclones 
basketball game with Tulsa "We 
want to explain our problem to the 
Council

What the Council might do if 
un\ tiling is conjecture There is 
sentiment to recommend changing the 
priority list which guides the Iowa 
State Center in scheduling events in 
Hilton

In February of 1978 ice programs 
were given priority over gymnastics 
and wrestling Thais the priority 
sNst em used to si hedule this season s
i \ c u t s

The current priority system treats
ii c gy mnastics and wrestling equally 

Basketball games are given a higher
priority but basketball practices are 
not

Tltiee wrestling meets have been 
shifted from the Coliseum to the 
\t mm v tins season The  ISU
lm d.ilional lielil Iiec TT a Jan IT" 
meet with Orcgoti and a Keb 8 en 
i ountei w ith ( alorado are to be held m
Itie \ r mnri

()n Jan 17 and Feb 5. the ISU club 
hoc key team will meet St Xavier and

Illinois State, respectively 
While the recently held wrestling 

Invitational took place in the Armory, 
the hockey team played Mankato 
State in the Coliseum

In a “ Letter to the Editor"
____printed in Monday’s Tribune, Carl-----

Hamilton, the ISU Vice President 
for Information and Development, 
attempted to answer criticism 
Yecefved by him concerning the 
wrestling schedule.
H am ilton  wrote, "B ecau se  of 

scheduling conflicts and because the 
Iowa State Invitational, recently 
concluded, was a warm-up event for 
the participants, it was scheduled for 
the Arm ory ”

This rankles Urick " I  don’t un
derstand his classification of the 
Invitational as a warm-up,”  he said, 
adding that a club sport was given 
priority over a varsity sport 

Wrestling Coach Nichols views the 
Armory as “ not even a third rate 
facility "  Bleachers on the floor have 
been removed, limiting seating in the 
old building

“ I feel w e ’re being shortchanged," 
Nichols continued “ On the basis of the 
program we have in wrestling, that’s 
as subtle a way of saying it as any ” 

In the past wrestling schedules were 
drawn up nine months prior to the 
start of the season Oppoenents never 
knew until that late when they would 
visit Ames

Now Nichols is preparing the 1978-79 
schedule He doesn’t want the 
scheduling committee to tell him his 
submitted schedule is loo late to be 
approved for the Coliseum 

This is a problem which Nichols 
admits he did not foresee five years 
ago when the Coliseum opened 

"I didn’t foresee it because I never 
thought they would give hockey or ice 
even equality  with two national 
championship teams (wrestling and 
gymnastics),”  he stated

A visit to State Gym shows why 
Nance doesn’t like to practice 
there The floor is unrven, the 
lights dim and the heating system 
sometimes doesn’t work 
"Plus, all the basketball equipmenl 

is located in Hilton," Urick adds 
"That’s a prime difficulty, too "  

Another problem joggers like to use 
the indoor track in State Gym When 
the basketball team practices there 
the gym is closed and joggers are shut 
out Hard feelings have popped up 

Murdock, the man caught in the 
middle, has mixed reactions To a 
point he sympathizes with Nance and 
Nichols

" I ’m a sports fan and a supporter of 
all sports," he declared " I f  I thought 
it were possible, and I Ihink it is I 
would like to see more scheduling of 
gymnastics wrestling and basketball 
in Hilton

"Sure, that has to help them If the 
basketball team gets out of State Gym, 
it’s a plus for everybody ’ ’

But Murdoch has problems with his 
practice facilities loo "Talk  about 
practices in State Gym and the hard 
ships the basketball team has with the 
baskets a little off and the place a little 
grungy." he says, "and 1 II tell you 
about my team practicing out behind 
Beyer Hall with the damn wind 
whistling But I don’t complain 

Yet Murdoch believes the problem 
can be ironed out without going to 
officials of the ISU Center 

The solution9 An alternate ice 
facility, one which the hockey team 
and the various ice programs would 
use instead of the Coliseum

The planning for such a facility 
has been finished Hart Johnston, 
the Ames Harks and Recreation 
Dtrrctor hopes to have an 
alternate ice facilllv in operation 
by Nov 1 of next year 
Included m the Ice program are 

figure skating lessons Ames minor 
hockey physical education classes 
and loss a State intramural hockey 
teams

Johnston who acts as an advisor to 
the Greater Ames Ice I ’sers, said a 
facility with a root and only token 
seating is planned for west of the 
Towers Dormitories south of the ISU 
campus Cost of the project $200,000 

Funds are to be raised through 
donations Johnston realizes the total

Hilton Coliseum: More demand than time available
amount will not be reached by the time 
digging starts, but hopes pledges of 
this amount can be agreed upon

A year ago a feasibility study on 
pus project was conducted The 
original goal of an indoor facility 
where games and adequate seating 
would be available were too am
bitious

"With this we would only need 
Hilton for hockey games and special 
events,’ Johnston pointed out "The 
basketball team would be able to get 
more practices in the Coliseum and 
maybe the scheduling problem would 
be alleviated ’ ’

The alternate ice facility is still in 
the dream stage If It turns into 
reality, Murdoch says up to 25 more 
days can be freed in the Colisepm for 
wrestling meets and basketball 
practices

If complications arise and the 
proposed facility is scratched, the 
future of ISU hockey Is in doubt 

Murdoch would move out of the 
Coliseum if he can play his games in a 
facility with adequate seating 

" I  don’t visualize us moving out of 
Hilton Coliseum lock, stock and barrel 
until we have a facility which seats 
from 4-6.000 fans." Murdoch said

"Anything less is unacceptable " 
However the hockey club has needed 

additional funds from the ISU 
Government of the Studenl Body 
Should GSB cut off funding LSI 
hockey as is may be finished 

Keeping hockey in the public eye is 
essential, Murdoch believes, if the 
sport is to gain varsity status " I  think 
we will be varsity within five years ’ 

Asked if il is possible to have hockey 
as a varsity sport Urick frowned and 
pondered his answer 

"There are no immediate plans to 
my knowledge of making hockey a 
varsity sport ’ he revealed “ Who
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knows what will happen in five years’  
I may not even be here five years from 
now, but the athletic department has 
about all it can handle right now ” 

Urick is conscious of the negative 
publicity which will hit the athletic 
department, if more time in the 
Coliseum is sought for varsity teams

‘ I ’m in a can’t win situation," he 
moaned " I f  I say I want basketbail in 
Hilton and ice out. the athletic 
department looks like the heavy

" I f  I say okay, leave it like it is, 
then our basketball and wrestling 
teams suffer ”

Schedule policy 
will not change

The university has not been 
o f f ic ia l ly  approached by 
boosters of an ice rink fund 
dr ive  about using ISU 
proper ly  for the facility, 
Hamilton said Neither have 
there been any serious

discussions about converting 
the Armory for ice use, he 
stated

Until some other facility is 
available, the university will 
continue to juggle schedules 
using the priority list ing

already set up, Hamilton said. 
"We’ll try to work it out and 
keep everybody as happy as 
we can "

But he admitted, “ There is 
no solution to keep everybody 
happy all the time "

By JOHN KHHKRIIEIMKR 
Tribune Editor

More of the same juggling 
of schedules is in store for 
the future use of Hilton 
Colieeum, ISU Vice President 
for Information and 
Development Carl Hamilton 
said today

"Everybody has to give 
some It s not too different 
from a lot of decisions made 
around here about some other 
buildings It just happens 
some of the Hilton activities 
are highly visible

The problem of schedule 
conflicts concerning the 
Coliseum is nol new and 
Hamilton has often been the 
arbitrator in the disputes A 
cartoon hanging on his office 
wall depicts a confrontation 
between Hamilton and 
students over putting ice in the 
( oliseum The cartoon 
several years old

Hamilton said he realizes 
fans of varsity athletics 
become upset when events are 
scheduled in the Armory or 
e lsewhere besides the 
Coliseum

But he said the issue fmullv 
comes down to the question 

What should we use that 
building for9"  The answer the 
university has given since the 
Coliseum was first proposed is 
that it will be a massive 
audience holding facility and 
not just an athletic building 
Hamilton said

vvticn the drive

facility which eventually 
causes some group or in
dividuals to be denied use of a 
gym and schedules must be 
made far in advance, and 
changes are difficult 

Priority in scheduling is 
given to basketball games, 
then to wrestling and gym 
nasties equally, and then to ice 
uses Hamilton said He 
denied that ice had been given 
equal footing with wrestling 
and gymnastics this year For 
one wrestling event the ISl’ 
Invitational ice was given 
priority over the wrestlers 
because the Invitational was 
considered a warm up event 
for the regular season, 
Hamilton said 

A new ice facility would be a 
big help in scheduling, even if 
it only provided a place for 
hockey practice recreation 
and lessons, he said
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lor funding 
of the Iowa State ( ’enter was 
started the ( ’oliseum was 
seen mainly as solving the 
problem of providing a huge 
auditorium and genera 
events facility which the 
university lacked It was 
understood that varsity  
athletics would use the 
Coliseum, hut it was always 
represented as part of the 
entire South Campus complex 
Hamilton said

The issue of scheduling and 
priorities has been discusse 
many times by university 
administrators, Hamilton 
said and the conclusion 
always the same The com
munity and university would 
be very upset if ice was taken 
out of the building, if no 
alternative was provided The 
hundreds of persons who use 
the ice other than the hockey 
team must be considered he 
indicated

There are Various com
plications to the scheduling, 
Hamilton said, listing There 
is a great demand among all 
the sports for Friday and 
Saturday night use of Hilton 
Coliseum, putting down the 
ice is a major undertaking, 
the basketball floor can only 
stay down on top of the ice 
about two weeks without being 
damaged, there is a “ ripple 
e ffect”  as each program is 
m oved from  fac ility  to
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Athletic Council topic

Ice vs. varsity sports a problem
By CARY RICHARDS 
Sports Editor

Hilton Coliseum is a magnificent 
arena

More than 14,000 cushioned seats 
greet the visitor to this facility 
which houses Iowa State athletic 
teams, concerts, graduations and a 
seemingly endless stream of special 
events

Elvis Presley sang here Disney on 
Parade made an appearance

No longer do Iowa State and the City 
of Ames have to put up with the 
Armory, that dilapidated building 
which inadequately housed all the 
above mentioned activities before the 
Coliseum's opening in December of 
1971

But there are problems, even with 
this $8 million facility 

A controversy is building over Uie 
scheduling of events in the Coliseum 
ISU pthletic department officials want 
more time for their teams to complete 
and practice here

If that’s to take place, the various 
ice programs must go 

Why9
"The situation as currently 

exists Is completely in­
compatible," says Max Urick, the 
Iowa State assistant athletic 
director responsible for sub­
mitting basketball, wrestling and 
gymnastics schedules to the Iowa 
State Center
• ‘ I don't know of anyone who is 

completely pleased with the current 
arrangement,' Urick adds "The 
problems which come up deal 
primarily with ice programs during 
the winter quarter, spieciaficially ice 
hockey "

The problem is this, ice programs 
and hockey games ffcrce the Cyclone 
basketball team to practice in old 
State Gym and the Cyclone wrestlers 
this year to hold some meets in the 
Armory

The gymnastics team is also af 
fected, but no gym meets have yet 
been moved out of the Coliseum 

Basketball coach Lynn Nance and 
wrestling coach Harold Nichols resent 
being moved out of Hilton Yet hockey 
coach Al Murdoch believes he has as 
much right to use the Coliseum as do 
ISU varsity teams 

Hockey is a club sport, meaning no 
scholarships are given to the players 
and no funds from the ISU athletic 
department aid the program

" Is  Hilton Coliseum just a varsity 
facility'’ ' asks Murdoch " I f  you pull 
ice out ot Hilton completely, does it 
mean the basketball team will get 
more time to practice9

"No. it doesn't Concerts, women's 
sports and Things like Disney on 
Parade could be scheduled in the 
Coliseum

Nichols, Nance and Murdoch do not 
wish to engage in a verbal war over 
the matter Yet on Wednesday, Urick 
will submit a report to the ISU Athletic 
Council outlining the scheduling 
problem varsity sports face

We feel the Athletic Council isn't 
fully aware of what's going on "  Urick 
said last Saturday while sitting in the 
Coliseum prior to the Cyclones 
basketball game with Tulsa "We 
want to explain our problem to the 
Council

What the Council might do if 
un\ tiling is conjecture There is 
sentiment to recommend changing the 
priority list which guides the Iowa 
State Center in scheduling events in 
Hilton

In February of 1978 ice programs 
were given priority over gymnastics 
and wrestling Thais the priority 
sNst em used to si hedule this season s
i \ c u t s

The current priority system treats
ii c gy mnastics and wrestling equally 

Basketball games are given a higher
priority but basketball practices are 
not

Tltiee wrestling meets have been 
shifted from the Coliseum to the 
\t mm v tins season The  ISU
lm d.ilional lielil Iiec TT a Jan IT" 
meet with Orcgoti and a Keb 8 en 
i ountei w ith ( alorado are to be held m
Itie \ r mnri

()n Jan 17 and Feb 5. the ISU club 
hoc key team will meet St Xavier and

Illinois State, respectively 
While the recently held wrestling 

Invitational took place in the Armory, 
the hockey team played Mankato 
State in the Coliseum

In a “ Letter to the Editor"
____printed in Monday’s Tribune, Carl-----

Hamilton, the ISU Vice President 
for Information and Development, 
attempted to answer criticism 
Yecefved by him concerning the 
wrestling schedule.
H am ilton  wrote, "B ecau se  of 

scheduling conflicts and because the 
Iowa State Invitational, recently 
concluded, was a warm-up event for 
the participants, it was scheduled for 
the Arm ory ”

This rankles Urick " I  don’t un
derstand his classification of the 
Invitational as a warm-up,”  he said, 
adding that a club sport was given 
priority over a varsity sport 

Wrestling Coach Nichols views the 
Armory as “ not even a third rate 
facility "  Bleachers on the floor have 
been removed, limiting seating in the 
old building

“ I feel w e ’re being shortchanged," 
Nichols continued “ On the basis of the 
program we have in wrestling, that’s 
as subtle a way of saying it as any ” 

In the past wrestling schedules were 
drawn up nine months prior to the 
start of the season Oppoenents never 
knew until that late when they would 
visit Ames

Now Nichols is preparing the 1978-79 
schedule He doesn’t want the 
scheduling committee to tell him his 
submitted schedule is loo late to be 
approved for the Coliseum 

This is a problem which Nichols 
admits he did not foresee five years 
ago when the Coliseum opened 

"I didn’t foresee it because I never 
thought they would give hockey or ice 
even equality  with two national 
championship teams (wrestling and 
gymnastics),”  he stated

A visit to State Gym shows why 
Nance doesn’t like to practice 
there The floor is unrven, the 
lights dim and the heating system 
sometimes doesn’t work 
"Plus, all the basketball equipmenl 

is located in Hilton," Urick adds 
"That’s a prime difficulty, too "  

Another problem joggers like to use 
the indoor track in State Gym When 
the basketball team practices there 
the gym is closed and joggers are shut 
out Hard feelings have popped up 

Murdock, the man caught in the 
middle, has mixed reactions To a 
point he sympathizes with Nance and 
Nichols

" I ’m a sports fan and a supporter of 
all sports," he declared " I f  I thought 
it were possible, and I Ihink it is I 
would like to see more scheduling of 
gymnastics wrestling and basketball 
in Hilton

"Sure, that has to help them If the 
basketball team gets out of State Gym, 
it’s a plus for everybody ’ ’

But Murdoch has problems with his 
practice facilities loo "Talk  about 
practices in State Gym and the hard 
ships the basketball team has with the 
baskets a little off and the place a little 
grungy." he says, "and 1 II tell you 
about my team practicing out behind 
Beyer Hall with the damn wind 
whistling But I don’t complain 

Yet Murdoch believes the problem 
can be ironed out without going to 
officials of the ISU Center 

The solution9 An alternate ice 
facility, one which the hockey team 
and the various ice programs would 
use instead of the Coliseum

The planning for such a facility 
has been finished Hart Johnston, 
the Ames Harks and Recreation 
Dtrrctor hopes to have an 
alternate ice facilllv in operation 
by Nov 1 of next year 
Included m the Ice program are 

figure skating lessons Ames minor 
hockey physical education classes 
and loss a State intramural hockey 
teams

Johnston who acts as an advisor to 
the Greater Ames Ice I ’sers, said a 
facility with a root and only token 
seating is planned for west of the 
Towers Dormitories south of the ISU 
campus Cost of the project $200,000 

Funds are to be raised through 
donations Johnston realizes the total

Hilton Coliseum: More demand than time available
amount will not be reached by the time 
digging starts, but hopes pledges of 
this amount can be agreed upon

A year ago a feasibility study on 
pus project was conducted The 
original goal of an indoor facility 
where games and adequate seating 
would be available were too am
bitious

"With this we would only need 
Hilton for hockey games and special 
events,’ Johnston pointed out "The 
basketball team would be able to get 
more practices in the Coliseum and 
maybe the scheduling problem would 
be alleviated ’ ’

The alternate ice facility is still in 
the dream stage If It turns into 
reality, Murdoch says up to 25 more 
days can be freed in the Colisepm for 
wrestling meets and basketball 
practices

If complications arise and the 
proposed facility is scratched, the 
future of ISU hockey Is in doubt 

Murdoch would move out of the 
Coliseum if he can play his games in a 
facility with adequate seating 

" I  don’t visualize us moving out of 
Hilton Coliseum lock, stock and barrel 
until we have a facility which seats 
from 4-6.000 fans." Murdoch said

"Anything less is unacceptable " 
However the hockey club has needed 

additional funds from the ISU 
Government of the Studenl Body 
Should GSB cut off funding LSI 
hockey as is may be finished 

Keeping hockey in the public eye is 
essential, Murdoch believes, if the 
sport is to gain varsity status " I  think 
we will be varsity within five years ’ 

Asked if il is possible to have hockey 
as a varsity sport Urick frowned and 
pondered his answer 

"There are no immediate plans to 
my knowledge of making hockey a 
varsity sport ’ he revealed “ Who

• Tribune photo by Bill Hermann V

knows what will happen in five years’  
I may not even be here five years from 
now, but the athletic department has 
about all it can handle right now ” 

Urick is conscious of the negative 
publicity which will hit the athletic 
department, if more time in the 
Coliseum is sought for varsity teams

‘ I ’m in a can’t win situation," he 
moaned " I f  I say I want basketbail in 
Hilton and ice out. the athletic 
department looks like the heavy

" I f  I say okay, leave it like it is, 
then our basketball and wrestling 
teams suffer ”

Schedule policy 
will not change

The university has not been 
o f f ic ia l ly  approached by 
boosters of an ice rink fund 
dr ive  about using ISU 
proper ly  for the facility, 
Hamilton said Neither have 
there been any serious

discussions about converting 
the Armory for ice use, he 
stated

Until some other facility is 
available, the university will 
continue to juggle schedules 
using the priority list ing

already set up, Hamilton said. 
"We’ll try to work it out and 
keep everybody as happy as 
we can "

But he admitted, “ There is 
no solution to keep everybody 
happy all the time "

By JOHN KHHKRIIEIMKR 
Tribune Editor

More of the same juggling 
of schedules is in store for 
the future use of Hilton 
Colieeum, ISU Vice President 
for Information and 
Development Carl Hamilton 
said today

"Everybody has to give 
some It s not too different 
from a lot of decisions made 
around here about some other 
buildings It just happens 
some of the Hilton activities 
are highly visible

The problem of schedule 
conflicts concerning the 
Coliseum is nol new and 
Hamilton has often been the 
arbitrator in the disputes A 
cartoon hanging on his office 
wall depicts a confrontation 
between Hamilton and 
students over putting ice in the 
( oliseum The cartoon 
several years old

Hamilton said he realizes 
fans of varsity athletics 
become upset when events are 
scheduled in the Armory or 
e lsewhere besides the 
Coliseum

But he said the issue fmullv 
comes down to the question 

What should we use that 
building for9"  The answer the 
university has given since the 
Coliseum was first proposed is 
that it will be a massive 
audience holding facility and 
not just an athletic building 
Hamilton said

vvticn the drive

facility which eventually 
causes some group or in
dividuals to be denied use of a 
gym and schedules must be 
made far in advance, and 
changes are difficult 

Priority in scheduling is 
given to basketball games, 
then to wrestling and gym 
nasties equally, and then to ice 
uses Hamilton said He 
denied that ice had been given 
equal footing with wrestling 
and gymnastics this year For 
one wrestling event the ISl’ 
Invitational ice was given 
priority over the wrestlers 
because the Invitational was 
considered a warm up event 
for the regular season, 
Hamilton said 

A new ice facility would be a 
big help in scheduling, even if 
it only provided a place for 
hockey practice recreation 
and lessons, he said

Steve Ostruiti s a y s . . . WHO'S 
MAKING THE 

HOUSE 
PAYMENTS 

NOW?
Life is full of little surprises

JCPenney 
The Christmas 

Place
Christmas Hours
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W e e k d a y s : 10a.m. to 10p.m. 

S aturdays: 9 :3 0 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

Sundays : 12noon to 6 p.m.

lor funding 
of the Iowa State ( ’enter was 
started the ( ’oliseum was 
seen mainly as solving the 
problem of providing a huge 
auditorium and genera 
events facility which the 
university lacked It was 
understood that varsity  
athletics would use the 
Coliseum, hut it was always 
represented as part of the 
entire South Campus complex 
Hamilton said

The issue of scheduling and 
priorities has been discusse 
many times by university 
administrators, Hamilton 
said and the conclusion 
always the same The com
munity and university would 
be very upset if ice was taken 
out of the building, if no 
alternative was provided The 
hundreds of persons who use 
the ice other than the hockey 
team must be considered he 
indicated

There are Various com
plications to the scheduling, 
Hamilton said, listing There 
is a great demand among all 
the sports for Friday and 
Saturday night use of Hilton 
Coliseum, putting down the 
ice is a major undertaking, 
the basketball floor can only 
stay down on top of the ice 
about two weeks without being 
damaged, there is a “ ripple 
e ffect”  as each program is 
m oved from  fac ility  to
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Athletic Council topic

Ice vs. varsity sports a problem
By CARY RICHARDS 
Sports Editor

Hilton Coliseum is a magnificent 
arena

More than 14,000 cushioned seats 
greet the visitor to this facility 
which houses Iowa State athletic 
teams, concerts, graduations and a 
seemingly endless stream of special 
events

Elvis Presley sang here Disney on 
Parade made an appearance

No longer do Iowa State and the City 
of Ames have to put up with the 
Armory, that dilapidated building 
which inadequately housed all the 
above mentioned activities before the 
Coliseum's opening in December of 
1971

But there are problems, even with 
this $8 million facility 

A controversy is building over Uie 
scheduling of events in the Coliseum 
ISU pthletic department officials want 
more time for their teams to complete 
and practice here

If that’s to take place, the various 
ice programs must go 

Why9
"The situation as currently 

exists Is completely in­
compatible," says Max Urick, the 
Iowa State assistant athletic 
director responsible for sub­
mitting basketball, wrestling and 
gymnastics schedules to the Iowa 
State Center
• ‘ I don't know of anyone who is 

completely pleased with the current 
arrangement,' Urick adds "The 
problems which come up deal 
primarily with ice programs during 
the winter quarter, spieciaficially ice 
hockey "

The problem is this, ice programs 
and hockey games ffcrce the Cyclone 
basketball team to practice in old 
State Gym and the Cyclone wrestlers 
this year to hold some meets in the 
Armory

The gymnastics team is also af 
fected, but no gym meets have yet 
been moved out of the Coliseum 

Basketball coach Lynn Nance and 
wrestling coach Harold Nichols resent 
being moved out of Hilton Yet hockey 
coach Al Murdoch believes he has as 
much right to use the Coliseum as do 
ISU varsity teams 

Hockey is a club sport, meaning no 
scholarships are given to the players 
and no funds from the ISU athletic 
department aid the program

" Is  Hilton Coliseum just a varsity 
facility'’ ' asks Murdoch " I f  you pull 
ice out ot Hilton completely, does it 
mean the basketball team will get 
more time to practice9

"No. it doesn't Concerts, women's 
sports and Things like Disney on 
Parade could be scheduled in the 
Coliseum

Nichols, Nance and Murdoch do not 
wish to engage in a verbal war over 
the matter Yet on Wednesday, Urick 
will submit a report to the ISU Athletic 
Council outlining the scheduling 
problem varsity sports face

We feel the Athletic Council isn't 
fully aware of what's going on "  Urick 
said last Saturday while sitting in the 
Coliseum prior to the Cyclones 
basketball game with Tulsa "We 
want to explain our problem to the 
Council

What the Council might do if 
un\ tiling is conjecture There is 
sentiment to recommend changing the 
priority list which guides the Iowa 
State Center in scheduling events in 
Hilton

In February of 1978 ice programs 
were given priority over gymnastics 
and wrestling Thais the priority 
sNst em used to si hedule this season s
i \ c u t s

The current priority system treats
ii c gy mnastics and wrestling equally 

Basketball games are given a higher
priority but basketball practices are 
not

Tltiee wrestling meets have been 
shifted from the Coliseum to the 
\t mm v tins season The  ISU
lm d.ilional lielil Iiec TT a Jan IT" 
meet with Orcgoti and a Keb 8 en 
i ountei w ith ( alorado are to be held m
Itie \ r mnri

()n Jan 17 and Feb 5. the ISU club 
hoc key team will meet St Xavier and

Illinois State, respectively 
While the recently held wrestling 

Invitational took place in the Armory, 
the hockey team played Mankato 
State in the Coliseum

In a “ Letter to the Editor"
____printed in Monday’s Tribune, Carl-----

Hamilton, the ISU Vice President 
for Information and Development, 
attempted to answer criticism 
Yecefved by him concerning the 
wrestling schedule.
H am ilton  wrote, "B ecau se  of 

scheduling conflicts and because the 
Iowa State Invitational, recently 
concluded, was a warm-up event for 
the participants, it was scheduled for 
the Arm ory ”

This rankles Urick " I  don’t un
derstand his classification of the 
Invitational as a warm-up,”  he said, 
adding that a club sport was given 
priority over a varsity sport 

Wrestling Coach Nichols views the 
Armory as “ not even a third rate 
facility "  Bleachers on the floor have 
been removed, limiting seating in the 
old building

“ I feel w e ’re being shortchanged," 
Nichols continued “ On the basis of the 
program we have in wrestling, that’s 
as subtle a way of saying it as any ” 

In the past wrestling schedules were 
drawn up nine months prior to the 
start of the season Oppoenents never 
knew until that late when they would 
visit Ames

Now Nichols is preparing the 1978-79 
schedule He doesn’t want the 
scheduling committee to tell him his 
submitted schedule is loo late to be 
approved for the Coliseum 

This is a problem which Nichols 
admits he did not foresee five years 
ago when the Coliseum opened 

"I didn’t foresee it because I never 
thought they would give hockey or ice 
even equality  with two national 
championship teams (wrestling and 
gymnastics),”  he stated

A visit to State Gym shows why 
Nance doesn’t like to practice 
there The floor is unrven, the 
lights dim and the heating system 
sometimes doesn’t work 
"Plus, all the basketball equipmenl 

is located in Hilton," Urick adds 
"That’s a prime difficulty, too "  

Another problem joggers like to use 
the indoor track in State Gym When 
the basketball team practices there 
the gym is closed and joggers are shut 
out Hard feelings have popped up 

Murdock, the man caught in the 
middle, has mixed reactions To a 
point he sympathizes with Nance and 
Nichols

" I ’m a sports fan and a supporter of 
all sports," he declared " I f  I thought 
it were possible, and I Ihink it is I 
would like to see more scheduling of 
gymnastics wrestling and basketball 
in Hilton

"Sure, that has to help them If the 
basketball team gets out of State Gym, 
it’s a plus for everybody ’ ’

But Murdoch has problems with his 
practice facilities loo "Talk  about 
practices in State Gym and the hard 
ships the basketball team has with the 
baskets a little off and the place a little 
grungy." he says, "and 1 II tell you 
about my team practicing out behind 
Beyer Hall with the damn wind 
whistling But I don’t complain 

Yet Murdoch believes the problem 
can be ironed out without going to 
officials of the ISU Center 

The solution9 An alternate ice 
facility, one which the hockey team 
and the various ice programs would 
use instead of the Coliseum

The planning for such a facility 
has been finished Hart Johnston, 
the Ames Harks and Recreation 
Dtrrctor hopes to have an 
alternate ice facilllv in operation 
by Nov 1 of next year 
Included m the Ice program are 

figure skating lessons Ames minor 
hockey physical education classes 
and loss a State intramural hockey 
teams

Johnston who acts as an advisor to 
the Greater Ames Ice I ’sers, said a 
facility with a root and only token 
seating is planned for west of the 
Towers Dormitories south of the ISU 
campus Cost of the project $200,000 

Funds are to be raised through 
donations Johnston realizes the total

Hilton Coliseum: More demand than time available
amount will not be reached by the time 
digging starts, but hopes pledges of 
this amount can be agreed upon

A year ago a feasibility study on 
pus project was conducted The 
original goal of an indoor facility 
where games and adequate seating 
would be available were too am
bitious

"With this we would only need 
Hilton for hockey games and special 
events,’ Johnston pointed out "The 
basketball team would be able to get 
more practices in the Coliseum and 
maybe the scheduling problem would 
be alleviated ’ ’

The alternate ice facility is still in 
the dream stage If It turns into 
reality, Murdoch says up to 25 more 
days can be freed in the Colisepm for 
wrestling meets and basketball 
practices

If complications arise and the 
proposed facility is scratched, the 
future of ISU hockey Is in doubt 

Murdoch would move out of the 
Coliseum if he can play his games in a 
facility with adequate seating 

" I  don’t visualize us moving out of 
Hilton Coliseum lock, stock and barrel 
until we have a facility which seats 
from 4-6.000 fans." Murdoch said

"Anything less is unacceptable " 
However the hockey club has needed 

additional funds from the ISU 
Government of the Studenl Body 
Should GSB cut off funding LSI 
hockey as is may be finished 

Keeping hockey in the public eye is 
essential, Murdoch believes, if the 
sport is to gain varsity status " I  think 
we will be varsity within five years ’ 

Asked if il is possible to have hockey 
as a varsity sport Urick frowned and 
pondered his answer 

"There are no immediate plans to 
my knowledge of making hockey a 
varsity sport ’ he revealed “ Who
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knows what will happen in five years’  
I may not even be here five years from 
now, but the athletic department has 
about all it can handle right now ” 

Urick is conscious of the negative 
publicity which will hit the athletic 
department, if more time in the 
Coliseum is sought for varsity teams

‘ I ’m in a can’t win situation," he 
moaned " I f  I say I want basketbail in 
Hilton and ice out. the athletic 
department looks like the heavy

" I f  I say okay, leave it like it is, 
then our basketball and wrestling 
teams suffer ”

Schedule policy 
will not change

The university has not been 
o f f ic ia l ly  approached by 
boosters of an ice rink fund 
dr ive  about using ISU 
proper ly  for the facility, 
Hamilton said Neither have 
there been any serious

discussions about converting 
the Armory for ice use, he 
stated

Until some other facility is 
available, the university will 
continue to juggle schedules 
using the priority list ing

already set up, Hamilton said. 
"We’ll try to work it out and 
keep everybody as happy as 
we can "

But he admitted, “ There is 
no solution to keep everybody 
happy all the time "

By JOHN KHHKRIIEIMKR 
Tribune Editor

More of the same juggling 
of schedules is in store for 
the future use of Hilton 
Colieeum, ISU Vice President 
for Information and 
Development Carl Hamilton 
said today

"Everybody has to give 
some It s not too different 
from a lot of decisions made 
around here about some other 
buildings It just happens 
some of the Hilton activities 
are highly visible

The problem of schedule 
conflicts concerning the 
Coliseum is nol new and 
Hamilton has often been the 
arbitrator in the disputes A 
cartoon hanging on his office 
wall depicts a confrontation 
between Hamilton and 
students over putting ice in the 
( oliseum The cartoon 
several years old

Hamilton said he realizes 
fans of varsity athletics 
become upset when events are 
scheduled in the Armory or 
e lsewhere besides the 
Coliseum

But he said the issue fmullv 
comes down to the question 

What should we use that 
building for9"  The answer the 
university has given since the 
Coliseum was first proposed is 
that it will be a massive 
audience holding facility and 
not just an athletic building 
Hamilton said

vvticn the drive

facility which eventually 
causes some group or in
dividuals to be denied use of a 
gym and schedules must be 
made far in advance, and 
changes are difficult 

Priority in scheduling is 
given to basketball games, 
then to wrestling and gym 
nasties equally, and then to ice 
uses Hamilton said He 
denied that ice had been given 
equal footing with wrestling 
and gymnastics this year For 
one wrestling event the ISl’ 
Invitational ice was given 
priority over the wrestlers 
because the Invitational was 
considered a warm up event 
for the regular season, 
Hamilton said 

A new ice facility would be a 
big help in scheduling, even if 
it only provided a place for 
hockey practice recreation 
and lessons, he said
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MAKING THE 

HOUSE 
PAYMENTS 

NOW?
Life is full of little surprises

JCPenney 
The Christmas 

Place
Christmas Hours

e f ft? ctivc Nn v <>('

W e e k d a y s : 10a.m. to 10p.m. 

S aturdays: 9 :3 0 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

Sundays : 12noon to 6 p.m.

lor funding 
of the Iowa State ( ’enter was 
started the ( ’oliseum was 
seen mainly as solving the 
problem of providing a huge 
auditorium and genera 
events facility which the 
university lacked It was 
understood that varsity  
athletics would use the 
Coliseum, hut it was always 
represented as part of the 
entire South Campus complex 
Hamilton said

The issue of scheduling and 
priorities has been discusse 
many times by university 
administrators, Hamilton 
said and the conclusion 
always the same The com
munity and university would 
be very upset if ice was taken 
out of the building, if no 
alternative was provided The 
hundreds of persons who use 
the ice other than the hockey 
team must be considered he 
indicated

There are Various com
plications to the scheduling, 
Hamilton said, listing There 
is a great demand among all 
the sports for Friday and 
Saturday night use of Hilton 
Coliseum, putting down the 
ice is a major undertaking, 
the basketball floor can only 
stay down on top of the ice 
about two weeks without being 
damaged, there is a “ ripple 
e ffect”  as each program is 
m oved from  fac ility  to
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Ice vs. varsity sports a problem
By CARY RICHARDS 
Sports Editor

Hilton Coliseum is a magnificent 
arena

More than 14,000 cushioned seats 
greet the visitor to this facility 
which houses Iowa State athletic 
teams, concerts, graduations and a 
seemingly endless stream of special 
events

Elvis Presley sang here Disney on 
Parade made an appearance

No longer do Iowa State and the City 
of Ames have to put up with the 
Armory, that dilapidated building 
which inadequately housed all the 
above mentioned activities before the 
Coliseum's opening in December of 
1971

But there are problems, even with 
this $8 million facility 

A controversy is building over Uie 
scheduling of events in the Coliseum 
ISU pthletic department officials want 
more time for their teams to complete 
and practice here

If that’s to take place, the various 
ice programs must go 

Why9
"The situation as currently 

exists Is completely in­
compatible," says Max Urick, the 
Iowa State assistant athletic 
director responsible for sub­
mitting basketball, wrestling and 
gymnastics schedules to the Iowa 
State Center
• ‘ I don't know of anyone who is 

completely pleased with the current 
arrangement,' Urick adds "The 
problems which come up deal 
primarily with ice programs during 
the winter quarter, spieciaficially ice 
hockey "

The problem is this, ice programs 
and hockey games ffcrce the Cyclone 
basketball team to practice in old 
State Gym and the Cyclone wrestlers 
this year to hold some meets in the 
Armory

The gymnastics team is also af 
fected, but no gym meets have yet 
been moved out of the Coliseum 

Basketball coach Lynn Nance and 
wrestling coach Harold Nichols resent 
being moved out of Hilton Yet hockey 
coach Al Murdoch believes he has as 
much right to use the Coliseum as do 
ISU varsity teams 

Hockey is a club sport, meaning no 
scholarships are given to the players 
and no funds from the ISU athletic 
department aid the program

" Is  Hilton Coliseum just a varsity 
facility'’ ' asks Murdoch " I f  you pull 
ice out ot Hilton completely, does it 
mean the basketball team will get 
more time to practice9

"No. it doesn't Concerts, women's 
sports and Things like Disney on 
Parade could be scheduled in the 
Coliseum

Nichols, Nance and Murdoch do not 
wish to engage in a verbal war over 
the matter Yet on Wednesday, Urick 
will submit a report to the ISU Athletic 
Council outlining the scheduling 
problem varsity sports face

We feel the Athletic Council isn't 
fully aware of what's going on "  Urick 
said last Saturday while sitting in the 
Coliseum prior to the Cyclones 
basketball game with Tulsa "We 
want to explain our problem to the 
Council

What the Council might do if 
un\ tiling is conjecture There is 
sentiment to recommend changing the 
priority list which guides the Iowa 
State Center in scheduling events in 
Hilton

In February of 1978 ice programs 
were given priority over gymnastics 
and wrestling Thais the priority 
sNst em used to si hedule this season s
i \ c u t s

The current priority system treats
ii c gy mnastics and wrestling equally 

Basketball games are given a higher
priority but basketball practices are 
not

Tltiee wrestling meets have been 
shifted from the Coliseum to the 
\t mm v tins season The  ISU
lm d.ilional lielil Iiec TT a Jan IT" 
meet with Orcgoti and a Keb 8 en 
i ountei w ith ( alorado are to be held m
Itie \ r mnri

()n Jan 17 and Feb 5. the ISU club 
hoc key team will meet St Xavier and

Illinois State, respectively 
While the recently held wrestling 

Invitational took place in the Armory, 
the hockey team played Mankato 
State in the Coliseum

In a “ Letter to the Editor"
____printed in Monday’s Tribune, Carl-----

Hamilton, the ISU Vice President 
for Information and Development, 
attempted to answer criticism 
Yecefved by him concerning the 
wrestling schedule.
H am ilton  wrote, "B ecau se  of 

scheduling conflicts and because the 
Iowa State Invitational, recently 
concluded, was a warm-up event for 
the participants, it was scheduled for 
the Arm ory ”

This rankles Urick " I  don’t un
derstand his classification of the 
Invitational as a warm-up,”  he said, 
adding that a club sport was given 
priority over a varsity sport 

Wrestling Coach Nichols views the 
Armory as “ not even a third rate 
facility "  Bleachers on the floor have 
been removed, limiting seating in the 
old building

“ I feel w e ’re being shortchanged," 
Nichols continued “ On the basis of the 
program we have in wrestling, that’s 
as subtle a way of saying it as any ” 

In the past wrestling schedules were 
drawn up nine months prior to the 
start of the season Oppoenents never 
knew until that late when they would 
visit Ames

Now Nichols is preparing the 1978-79 
schedule He doesn’t want the 
scheduling committee to tell him his 
submitted schedule is loo late to be 
approved for the Coliseum 

This is a problem which Nichols 
admits he did not foresee five years 
ago when the Coliseum opened 

"I didn’t foresee it because I never 
thought they would give hockey or ice 
even equality  with two national 
championship teams (wrestling and 
gymnastics),”  he stated

A visit to State Gym shows why 
Nance doesn’t like to practice 
there The floor is unrven, the 
lights dim and the heating system 
sometimes doesn’t work 
"Plus, all the basketball equipmenl 

is located in Hilton," Urick adds 
"That’s a prime difficulty, too "  

Another problem joggers like to use 
the indoor track in State Gym When 
the basketball team practices there 
the gym is closed and joggers are shut 
out Hard feelings have popped up 

Murdock, the man caught in the 
middle, has mixed reactions To a 
point he sympathizes with Nance and 
Nichols

" I ’m a sports fan and a supporter of 
all sports," he declared " I f  I thought 
it were possible, and I Ihink it is I 
would like to see more scheduling of 
gymnastics wrestling and basketball 
in Hilton

"Sure, that has to help them If the 
basketball team gets out of State Gym, 
it’s a plus for everybody ’ ’

But Murdoch has problems with his 
practice facilities loo "Talk  about 
practices in State Gym and the hard 
ships the basketball team has with the 
baskets a little off and the place a little 
grungy." he says, "and 1 II tell you 
about my team practicing out behind 
Beyer Hall with the damn wind 
whistling But I don’t complain 

Yet Murdoch believes the problem 
can be ironed out without going to 
officials of the ISU Center 

The solution9 An alternate ice 
facility, one which the hockey team 
and the various ice programs would 
use instead of the Coliseum

The planning for such a facility 
has been finished Hart Johnston, 
the Ames Harks and Recreation 
Dtrrctor hopes to have an 
alternate ice facilllv in operation 
by Nov 1 of next year 
Included m the Ice program are 

figure skating lessons Ames minor 
hockey physical education classes 
and loss a State intramural hockey 
teams

Johnston who acts as an advisor to 
the Greater Ames Ice I ’sers, said a 
facility with a root and only token 
seating is planned for west of the 
Towers Dormitories south of the ISU 
campus Cost of the project $200,000 

Funds are to be raised through 
donations Johnston realizes the total

Hilton Coliseum: More demand than time available
amount will not be reached by the time 
digging starts, but hopes pledges of 
this amount can be agreed upon

A year ago a feasibility study on 
pus project was conducted The 
original goal of an indoor facility 
where games and adequate seating 
would be available were too am
bitious

"With this we would only need 
Hilton for hockey games and special 
events,’ Johnston pointed out "The 
basketball team would be able to get 
more practices in the Coliseum and 
maybe the scheduling problem would 
be alleviated ’ ’

The alternate ice facility is still in 
the dream stage If It turns into 
reality, Murdoch says up to 25 more 
days can be freed in the Colisepm for 
wrestling meets and basketball 
practices

If complications arise and the 
proposed facility is scratched, the 
future of ISU hockey Is in doubt 

Murdoch would move out of the 
Coliseum if he can play his games in a 
facility with adequate seating 

" I  don’t visualize us moving out of 
Hilton Coliseum lock, stock and barrel 
until we have a facility which seats 
from 4-6.000 fans." Murdoch said

"Anything less is unacceptable " 
However the hockey club has needed 

additional funds from the ISU 
Government of the Studenl Body 
Should GSB cut off funding LSI 
hockey as is may be finished 

Keeping hockey in the public eye is 
essential, Murdoch believes, if the 
sport is to gain varsity status " I  think 
we will be varsity within five years ’ 

Asked if il is possible to have hockey 
as a varsity sport Urick frowned and 
pondered his answer 

"There are no immediate plans to 
my knowledge of making hockey a 
varsity sport ’ he revealed “ Who
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knows what will happen in five years’  
I may not even be here five years from 
now, but the athletic department has 
about all it can handle right now ” 

Urick is conscious of the negative 
publicity which will hit the athletic 
department, if more time in the 
Coliseum is sought for varsity teams

‘ I ’m in a can’t win situation," he 
moaned " I f  I say I want basketbail in 
Hilton and ice out. the athletic 
department looks like the heavy

" I f  I say okay, leave it like it is, 
then our basketball and wrestling 
teams suffer ”

Schedule policy 
will not change

The university has not been 
o f f ic ia l ly  approached by 
boosters of an ice rink fund 
dr ive  about using ISU 
proper ly  for the facility, 
Hamilton said Neither have 
there been any serious

discussions about converting 
the Armory for ice use, he 
stated

Until some other facility is 
available, the university will 
continue to juggle schedules 
using the priority list ing

already set up, Hamilton said. 
"We’ll try to work it out and 
keep everybody as happy as 
we can "

But he admitted, “ There is 
no solution to keep everybody 
happy all the time "

By JOHN KHHKRIIEIMKR 
Tribune Editor

More of the same juggling 
of schedules is in store for 
the future use of Hilton 
Colieeum, ISU Vice President 
for Information and 
Development Carl Hamilton 
said today

"Everybody has to give 
some It s not too different 
from a lot of decisions made 
around here about some other 
buildings It just happens 
some of the Hilton activities 
are highly visible

The problem of schedule 
conflicts concerning the 
Coliseum is nol new and 
Hamilton has often been the 
arbitrator in the disputes A 
cartoon hanging on his office 
wall depicts a confrontation 
between Hamilton and 
students over putting ice in the 
( oliseum The cartoon 
several years old

Hamilton said he realizes 
fans of varsity athletics 
become upset when events are 
scheduled in the Armory or 
e lsewhere besides the 
Coliseum

But he said the issue fmullv 
comes down to the question 

What should we use that 
building for9"  The answer the 
university has given since the 
Coliseum was first proposed is 
that it will be a massive 
audience holding facility and 
not just an athletic building 
Hamilton said

vvticn the drive

facility which eventually 
causes some group or in
dividuals to be denied use of a 
gym and schedules must be 
made far in advance, and 
changes are difficult 

Priority in scheduling is 
given to basketball games, 
then to wrestling and gym 
nasties equally, and then to ice 
uses Hamilton said He 
denied that ice had been given 
equal footing with wrestling 
and gymnastics this year For 
one wrestling event the ISl’ 
Invitational ice was given 
priority over the wrestlers 
because the Invitational was 
considered a warm up event 
for the regular season, 
Hamilton said 

A new ice facility would be a 
big help in scheduling, even if 
it only provided a place for 
hockey practice recreation 
and lessons, he said
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lor funding 
of the Iowa State ( ’enter was 
started the ( ’oliseum was 
seen mainly as solving the 
problem of providing a huge 
auditorium and genera 
events facility which the 
university lacked It was 
understood that varsity  
athletics would use the 
Coliseum, hut it was always 
represented as part of the 
entire South Campus complex 
Hamilton said

The issue of scheduling and 
priorities has been discusse 
many times by university 
administrators, Hamilton 
said and the conclusion 
always the same The com
munity and university would 
be very upset if ice was taken 
out of the building, if no 
alternative was provided The 
hundreds of persons who use 
the ice other than the hockey 
team must be considered he 
indicated

There are Various com
plications to the scheduling, 
Hamilton said, listing There 
is a great demand among all 
the sports for Friday and 
Saturday night use of Hilton 
Coliseum, putting down the 
ice is a major undertaking, 
the basketball floor can only 
stay down on top of the ice 
about two weeks without being 
damaged, there is a “ ripple 
e ffect”  as each program is 
m oved from  fac ility  to


